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TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MORNING

ANIKA and LAUREL walk down the hall together. Anika shows Laurel her fashion designs.

anika

These are all my own designs. I'm halfway to a full collection. This is just the daywear.

laurel

(dismissive)

People would actually wear that in broad daylight?

anika

People who aren't afraid of taking risks. I mean, you should see the fabric. It's metallic rayon.

laurel

Sorry. It's not my style.

anika

I'm not asking you to wear it. I'm offering you a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for financial investment.

BEKKA accosts Laurel.

bekka

I'm raising funds for Gil's movie. We're shooting next weekend.

laurel

(wearily)

I'm sure you are.

anika

This is your opportunity to get your name on the label-- beside mine, of course.

Laurel reaches her locker and opens the lock.

laurel

Okay, you know, I do have a class to get to.

bekka

Gil says if you can just see your way clear to helping us with $500...

laurel

And I would do this because?

bekka

You're a fellow director, strongly committed to independent filmmaking, and in return for your support, we're offering full acknowledgement in the credits.

MARK arrives as Bekka speaks.

MARK

Actually, first, Laurel has to give me some acting tips for the camera. Right, coach?

laurel

(relieved)

Absolutely.

Laurel and Mark escape down the hallway.

laurel

It's not even 8:30, and I've been hit up for money three times.

mark

What's it like waking up with 50 grand?

They walk to the refreshment area.

laurel

Well, the mattress was kind of lumpy, but my dreams were amazing. Suddenly, I can make all these choices-- you know, should I have an espresso or a latte, take a photography course, or spend the night at the Hotel Vancouver?

mark

With room service?

laurel

Definitely room service.

mark

Yeah, and I'd have a steak...

(realizes his assumption)

If I was there with you.

laurel

Sushi for me...definitely sushi.

mark

That's a weird choice for breakfast.

laurel

How about dinner tonight? My treat.

mark

Just tell me when and where.

laurel

Whenever I get back from the bank. I've got an appointment with the investment advisor. I don't know how long that's going to take, and then depending on bus connections--

mark

You're taking the bus...with all that cash?

laurel

I'm not about to get robbed. It's a certified cheque, but I will be sure to sit directly behind the driver.

mark

No, I mean, you could take a limo, or a cab, at least.

Laurel smiles.

laurel

Thanks for rescuing me, by the way.

mark

So, do you have any tips for charming the camera?

laurel

Just be yourself. I'm sure the charm will shine through.

KEVIN is at his locker nearby. He sees Laurel and Mark talking happily. He smiles and joins Mark as he walks down the hall.

kevin

What was all that about?

mark

Did you hear the news?

kevin

Are you two back together?

mark

Laurel's back together.

They walk off down the hall.

FADE OUT

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MORNING

CHRIS walks down the hall and finds himself face to face with JENNIFER. They stare at each other coldly for a few seconds, then sidestep each other and continue on their separate ways. After a few paces, Jennifer stops and looks back over her shoulder. She sees that Chris has also stopped and is looking back at her. He gives her a glum smile, and she turns away.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Mark stands at the counter with CRAIG.

CRAIG

What's this I'm hearing about Laurel?

mark

Her modelling money came through--50 grand.

craig

Holy...

mark

I know, and she can get her own place, go to film school, be an astronaut, you name it, man. I'm telling you, money changes everything.

craig

That is a myth created by global capitalists. Money does not make your problems go away.

mark

But you sure can do stuff with it. Man, if it was me, I'd walk into that bank with a wheelbarrow, ask for the whole thing in loonies. Laurel's actually taking a bus to the bank. Can you believe it?

craig

What's wrong with the bus? It's an environmentally sensitive choice, and you get to interact with people from a variety of backgrounds.

Mark grins as a new idea hits him.

mark

I know exactly what Laurel needs, and she'll have plenty left over.

He gives Craig a playful slap on the chest and walks away, leaving Craig mystified.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Jennifer and SHANNON walk down the stairs together.

jennifer

It didn't work out. We didn't work out. End of story.

shannon

Just like that?

jennifer

It's a relief, actually.

shannon

Jen, come on. After everything you guys have been through together...

They reach Jennifer's locker, and she opens it.

jennifer

He walked in and he handed me an ultimatum-- him or Eddie.

shannon

So do you really blame him?

jennifer

Eddie's a friend.

shannon

(rolls her eyes)

If you say so.

Shannon walks away to her own locker on the other side of the hall. Jennifer closes her locker and hurries to join her.

jennifer

Look, it's about control with Chris. It's always about control, and I can't take it anymore.

Shannon opens her locker.

shannon

So you're going to break up with someone you love because you're both too stubborn to work it out?

jennifer

That has nothing to do with it.

Shannon closes her locker and looks at Jennifer.

shannon

(skeptical)

Right. Jen, talk to him.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

GIL stands at his locker. He closes the locker and is startled to find ERIN there, with vampiric fangs and a small doll with a noose around its neck.

gil

What is that thing?

erin

(demonic voice)

That's you, silly.

She laughs and sticks a pin into the doll. Gil puts his head in his locker, breathing hard. He gathers his wits and closes the door again. This time, the imaginary Erin vampiress is gone, but Kevin is standing there instead.

gil

Do not sneak up on me like that.

kevin

So today's the big day. You made yourself a promise.

gil

I guess so.

kevin

You know so. All you do is tell Erin she's not in the movie anymore.

They walk down the hall together.

gil

Erin and I did some stuff last night. Her acting improved, sort of.

kevin

What, you had sex?

gil

Yeah, right.

kevin

I'll bet her acting improved.

gil

No, we just ran some lines, and really, she wasn't horrible.

Kevin gives Gil a pitying look.

gil

She's going to rehearse opposite Mark today. Come see for yourself. She's getting better.

kevin

And if she still sucks?

gil

I know, I know. Today's the day.

They walk away.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

STEVIE enters and approaches Shannon, who is seated at a table.

Stevie

I was looking for you at the school. Jen said you had a spare.

Stevie sits down at the table.

shannon

I'm in the library. I mean, I'm supposed to be. Right now I'm--

stevie

In a coffee shop?

shannon

I'm on the wait list for a computer at the library. How are you?

stevie

I'm great, but I'd be even better if you came with me to a dance this weekend.

shannon

Really?

stevie

Saturday night. What do you say?

shannon

Jeez... Where am I?

stevie

Uh, still in a coffee shop.

Shannon digs through her purse.

shannon

No, I mean this weekend. I know I'm babysitting for my cousin, but that might be Friday night.

stevie

Well, if you're free, a bunch of us are going. It's a benefit for the pride parade.

shannon

(flustered)

I can't find my planner.

stevie

(smiles warmly)

Why don't you just give me a call later? Or maybe we could hook up back here?

shannon

Uh, sure. That'd be great.

INT. CLASSROOM -- DAY

A rehearsal for Gil's movie is underway. Kevin mans the camera, while Gil sits nearby with his director's cap on.

gil

And...action.

He signals to Erin and Mark.

erin

I drink in the darkness. I choke--

Mark snickers in spite of himself.

gil

(annoyed)

Cut!

mark

It's not you, Erin. I'm just a little...a little nervous.

erin

It's okay. I was scared too at first, but you'll get there.

gil

Okay, let's do that again.

Mark makes an effort to put on a straight face, and reads his lines.

mark

I see you, and I see the woman that I know you can be. You've been there all along, lurking below the surface...waiting for the light to penetrate your darkness.

Erin gushes.

erin

I see me, too.

(catches mistake)

I mean "her." I see her, too.

kevin

(whispers to Gil)

She's getting worse.

gil

All right, from the top.

kevin

(whispers to Gil)

Just tell her, and this all goes away.

INT. SCHOOL -- COURTYARD -- DAY

Shannon and Craig enter together.

craig

Stevie asked you out on a date? That's fantastic.

shannon

I'm not actually sure. She asked me to the pride dance. It just might be a friends thing.

craig

Okay, maybe it's not a date...yet.

Shannon paces nervously.

shannon

What if it is a date? I've never been on a date. I wouldn't even know what to wear, let alone what to do--

craig

You've been on a date with me.

shannon

But that doesn't count.

(off Craig's expression)

I mean, you know what I mean. This would be my first date with a woman.

craig

Just be yourself. You'll be fine. I know from experience, you're an excellent kisser.

Shannon smiles and gives Craig a big hug.

EXT. WAREHOUSE -- DAY

Mark and Laurel look at a convertible sportscar parked by the entrance of the warehouse. The writing on the windshield indicates it is for sale, for a mere $9,999. Mark circles the car, admiring it.

mark

Oh, rock!

laurel

Why do I suddenly feel like I'm trapped in some Surrey guy's ultimate fantasy?

mark

I know. It's great, isn't it?

laurel

Mark, I've got to get to the bank.

mark

I phoned Tyler. His buddy brought it around.

laurel

You're not seriously thinking of buying this?

mark

I think you should buy it.

laurel

You're joking, right?

Tyler's friend, DARREN, runs up to them. He wears a sports jacket and a demeanour of frenzied enthusiasm.

darren

You must be Mark. I'm Darren.

mark

Hey, thanks for stopping by. Tyler mentioned you could swing us a deal.

darren

Oh, Tyler's a tremendous human being.

(to Laurel)

And you are?

laurel

(appalled)

In shock.

mark

This is Laurel.

darren

The only thing prettier than this car, Laurel, would be you sitting behind the wheel.

Darren winks at her.

mark

Darren sells cars for Tyler's dad.

darren

10% off my final price, and this is already rock bottom.

mark

Come on, you can drive it to school.

darren

Or the mall. What do you say? Wait till you see what she can do on the highway.

laurel

I'm not really sure I want a car.

Mark is oblivious to Laurel's distress.

mark

This is more than just a car.

darren

It's a lifestyle. It says, "I know who I am. I know where I'm going." What do you say?

(dangles the keys)

Want to take it for a little spin...huh?

Moments later, Laurel is seated in the driver's seat, with Mark next to her. Darren crouches by Laurel's side of the car.

darren

Look at that vinyl. It's in perfect shape.

laurel

It's kind of cold.

mark

(enthusiastic)

We'll get seat covers, definitely black with Eurostyle piping.

darren

Well, don't just sit there, put her through her paces.

Mark grins and puts on his seatbelt.

laurel

It's a standard.

darren

Oh, yeah. Even more power than an automatic.

laurel

Well, I can't drive a standard.

Mark looks up and grins.

mark

Oh, I can.

Moments later, Mark is in the driver's seat. Laurel sits in the passenger seat, looking more and more unhappy with the situation. Mark guns the engine.

mark

Right...let's hit the road.

Laurel shouts over the sound of the engine.

laurel

Mark...

mark

(grins)

Doesn't that sound great?

laurel

(shouting)

Mark, listen...

mark

What?

Laurel gives up.

laurel

Nothing.

Mark pulls away, squealing the tires as he speeds off. Darren pumps his fist enthusiastically.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

EXT. WAREHOUSE -- DAY

Mark screeches to a stop back at the warehouse. Darren approaches Mark as he and Laurel get out of the car.

darren

So, how was she?

mark

Eight even, and we drive her home today.

darren

Mark...I'm already losing 10% here, buddy.

mark

There's some wear on the tires.

darren

Tires that retail for 300 apiece.

Laurel, becoming really angry now, tries to cut in on the negotiations.

laurel

Look, I was trying to tell you in the car, but you were too busy having a religious experience--

darren

8,000-four, I throw in some detailing.

mark

Does that include taxes?

darren

Mark, that's the beauty of buying a pre-owned vehicle.

laurel

(shouts)

Excuse me!

Mark and Darren finally stop and listen to her.

darren

Oh. Let's hear what the boss has to say.

laurel

I do not want this car.

darren

Okay, all right. I hear what you're saying. 8,000 even it is.

laurel

No, no. I would not be caught dead in this car.

darren

(to Mark)

Maybe you and the wife want to sleep on it?

laurel

(icy cold fury)

I am not, quote, the wife, end quote.

Mark puts his arm around Laurel and speaks hesitantly to Darren.

mark

Give us a minute?

Darren retreats, and Mark and Laurel take a few steps away.

mark

So obviously, we're not on the same page here.

laurel

I thought you knew me. I thought you had some slight idea of who I am.

mark

I do.

laurel

(incredulous)

This car?

mark

Why not? She's beautiful, you're beautiful.

laurel

Okay, first of all, I think that she may be a he--

mark

That can take you from point A to B, and us away on weekends. Or just you by yourself on the road, totally independent, because I know that's also you. I see you...and I see the woman I know you can be.

Laurel's anger abates.

laurel

You do?

mark

That's just a line from Gil's movie. How's my acting?

laurel

Definitely over the top.

mark

So you're not getting the car?

laurel

You get the car.

mark

Really?

laurel

After you save $8,000, but I'll still get you dinner...if I ever get to the bank.

mark

I'll go tell him it's no deal.

Mark goes to talk to Darren. TYLER approaches, admiring the car.

tyler

It's nice to see you guys back together.

laurel

Actually, we haven't been together for quite some time now.

tyler

(shrugs)

Could've fooled me.

laurel

What's that supposed to mean?

tyler

Face it. One way or another, you guys are going to end up together. Why fight the inevitable?

That thought does not seeming pleasing to Laurel.

INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA -- DAY

Craig sits at a table, doing some homework. Shannon joins him.

shannon

I'm going to tell her I'm busy.

craig

No, you're not.

Shannon paces, agitated.

shannon

It just isn't a good idea. I mean, do I really like Stevie in that way, or do I just like the idea of finally having a girlfriend?

craig

If you don't like her, then why are you blushing?

shannon

Okay, so maybe I do like her, but she's my only gay friend, so if things don't turn out, then I'll have lost my entire community.

craig

Or you could fall madly, hopelessly in love with her. Stranger things have happened.

shannon

Yeah, right.

craig

Shannon, you think she's great, you want to go out with her, so do it.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Stevie sits at a table. Shannon enters. She takes a moment to summon her courage, then sits down at Stevie's table.

shannon

So...this dance thing, do you still want to go?

stevie

You bet.

shannon

Great, 'cause I...I'd absolutely love to go with you.

stevie

It's going to be so much fun, and I could really use another set of hands. Do you think you could haul some of my gear?

shannon

Sure. Whatever.

stevie

I just want to get some footage for the opening credits. I'm not going to film the whole thing, but I want to do some interviews.

shannon

So you just want me for a helper?

stevie

Well, a bunch of helpers. In fact, I was thinking I might get Janie to come pick you up.

(sees Shannon's hurt look)

Wait a second. You didn't think--

shannon

This would be a date or something? No, of course not.

Stevie isn't fooled. Shannon's distress is obvious.

stevie

Shannon...

(takes Shannon's hand)

look...you're an intelligent and gorgeous woman, but I don't go out with girls who've just come out, especially those who are still in high school, no matter how mature they might be.

Shannon withdraws her hand.

shannon

It's okay. Don't worry about it.

stevie

It's nothing personal. I've just learned from hard experience.

shannon

It's fine. We're still friends, right?

stevie

Friends is great. Do you still want to come to the dance? Maybe we could set you up with some hot babe.

Shannon tries to force a smile, but fails. She is still hurt.

INT. SCHOOL -- STUDY HALL -- DAY

Gil sits at a table speaks to an imaginary Erin.

gil

Erin...you're a beautiful girl, but you're a lousy actress. I know, the truth hurts, but in the interest of the movie--

imaginary erin

Are you trying to tell me I'm fired?

gil

Sometimes you have to be cruel to be kind.

The imaginary Erin looks hurt, but that hurt turns to rage. She transforms into a vampiress and lunges at him. Gil shudders. His reverie is interrupted by the real Erin, who is seated across from him.

erin

So what is it you wanted to tell me?

gil

We need to talk about the movie.

erin

I am just having the best time. I've always wanted to act. It's just like a dream come true, and it means so much that we're doing this together. I mean, we're getting to know each other in whole new ways.

gil

What kind of ways?

erin

Well...really learning how to listen and trust one another. It's like our relationship is growing deeper every day.

gil

You think?

erin

Definitely, and I really hope that we continue to grow together long after the movie's over. We've got so much left to explore, if you know what I mean.

gil

(nervous)

Really?

erin

So what was it you wanted to say?

gil

Uh...nothing. No, you pretty much covered it.

Erin beams at him. Gil smiles nervously.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Mark leans on the counter. Chris approaches. They acknowledge each other.

chris

Hey, man.

mark

Hey, listen--

chris

Right, you heard. It sucks, but life goes on. What are you going to say, man?

Chris turns and heads for the door. Mark calls after him.

mark

For what it's worth, I've known Jen a lot of years. When she's upset, she shuts you out. That's just her way of dealing, you know? It doesn't mean she doesn't want you there.

Chris pauses at the door.

chris

So what am I supposed to do with that?

mark

(shrugs)

I don't know. Think about it?

Chris turns to go, just as Laurel enters.

Chris

Hey.

laurel

Hey.

Chris exits. Laurel approaches Mark.

laurel

Sorry I'm late. That took longer than I thought it would.

mark

Hey. How'd it go?

They sit at a table.

laurel

Oh, the advisor was great. She set me up with an Education Savings Plan, a couple of treasury bills, and a GIC...

mark

(shrugs)

If that's what you want.

laurel

Yeah, it is, and it's my money, so I get to decide.

mark

Hey, no argument from here.

laurel

All day, everyone's been trying to map out my future for me.

mark

It was just a car, for God's sake. I was only trying to help.

laurel

"The wife?"

mark

Oh, that.

laurel

Don't you think that was weird that the salesman thought we were married?

mark

Well, it's not completely bizarre.

laurel

Can you see that? You know, us being married?

Mark is taken aback.

mark

Is that a serious question?

laurel

Yes, let's say that it is.

mark

Then, yeah, I can see it.

laurel

Is it something you think about?

mark

Maybe...sometimes, I mean, way, way down the road.

laurel

So do I.

Laurel looks thoughtful and sad.

mark

I see a houseboat.

laurel

A houseboat?

mark

Yeah, down at False Creek or something.

laurel

(laughs)

Yeah, right.

mark

What do you see, if you ever think about it?

laurel

I think it would be more like a townhouse down the street, with, um...with a couple of kids and a dog that sheds, and I would probably be a teacher or something, whatever I settled for after I gave up aiming for what I really wanted.

mark

It doesn't have to be like that.

laurel

Just thinking about it, I can't breathe.

mark

Then don't think about it.

laurel

Except it could happen. We could roll right down the tracks until we get there, unless we get off now.

mark

Laurel, chill. We don't have to deal with the next 60 years right now.

laurel

Ever since I got back, we've avoided the question, what happens next?

mark

What happens next is we drink our coffee, then we go for dinner someplace, or not. There's no pressure on anyone.

laurel

I want you as a friend...but I don't want anything more than that.

Mark sighs.

mark

Then it's final.

laurel

(nods sadly)

Yeah.

Bekka sits at the next table, listening to the whole conversation.

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- NIGHT

Jennifer enters the dark garage. She turns on the light, revealing Chris sitting there, waiting for her. She doesn't look happy to see him.

chris

I came to bring back some CDs. Your mom said you'd be home in a while, so I figured instead of leaving them here--

Jennifer comes and sits on the couch.

jennifer

We should actually talk face to face? People seem to think we're crazy.

chris

Yeah.

jennifer

So what do we think?

chris

It's not about Eddie, not really. He's just someone who's there so you can avoid dealing with me, dealing with anything.

jennifer

Chris, I haven't been trying to avoid--

chris

Yeah, you have. So have I. I had a little brother who was stillborn.

jennifer

I didn't know that.

chris

I was 10. My parents tried and everything, but that's what finished their marriage. Two years later...they got a divorce...so I guess I knew right after you lost the baby...

jennifer

Is this what you want?

chris

No, of course not.

jennifer

Well, then?

chris

First, it's bad...then, it's worse, and then, it just gets ugly. You're right. It's time to just move on.

He gets up and walks away.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

Kevin and Gil lean on the counter.

gil

Some things are bigger than art.

kevin

You chickened out. I knew it.

gil

Look, I know Erin's a lousy actress, but I like her.

kevin

You're pathetic, you know that?

Gil is unfazed by Kevin's criticism. He smiles happily.

gil

And Erin likes me.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Shannon and Erin walk down the hall together.

erin

Gil and I are so right for each other. In fact, I've never felt so ready to commit to someone in my life.

shannon

(deadpan)

I'm so happy for you.

erin

Seriously, you know, I used to think I wanted a boyfriend with more status, but I've come to realize that it is truly about the person inside.

They reach Shannon's locker.

erin (cont'd)

True, Gil has his faults, but deep down he's really sweet--

Bekka rushes up to them, excited.

bekka

Did you hear the latest? Mark and Laurel--

shannon

They're getting back together?

bekka

Nope. They are so completely over.

erin

Oh, my God. Poor Mark...all on his own?

Erin looks away, thoughtful.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWO

END OF EPISODE
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