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TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

ERIN enters, looking around. She walks up to the counter.



ERIN

Has Derek been by tonight?

JENNIFER emerges from behind the counter.



JENNIFER

I haven't seen him. Why?



ERIN

Oh, just wondering.

Jennifer walks off. ANIKA approaches.



ANIKA

So, you've dragged yourself from hiding.



ERIN

You're the one who should be ashamed to show your face. You made a complete spectacle of yourself.



ANIKA

No, Erin, I made a spectacle out of you, and now we're even.



ERIN

Not even close, but you know what? I don't even care what people think. I am so beyond high school in so many ways.



ANIKA

Dream on.

DEREK comes out of the men's room. Erin walks up to him.



ERIN


(bright)

Derek. Hey, I've been looking for you. I called on Saturday.

Derek gives Jennifer a sidelong glance as she walks by. Erin notices.



DEREK

Um, yeah, sorry. Uh...something came up. I had to head out of town at the last minute.



ERIN

Victoria. At least, that's what your mom said.



DEREK

Yeah, a friend needed help moving. Sorry, I meant to call you. It's just--

Derek begins to move off. Erin follows.



ERIN


(interrupts)

That's okay. I was kind of spending the weekend lying low anyway, trying to recover from Gil's play.



DEREK

Oh, no, come on, the play wasn't that bad.



ERIN

It was only the most embarrassing night of my life, having the whole school laughing at me?



DEREK

No, people were laughing with you. It wasn't a big deal.

Derek heads for the door.



ERIN

Maybe we could get together again sometime. The Halloween dance is coming up, and...



DEREK

Uh, I don't know. It might feel kind of weird.



ERIN

Yeah, you're right. High-school dances are so high-school.



DEREK

And actually, I'm heading back up north in a couple of days, so...

Derek turns to leave. Erin starts after him.



ERIN

Well, I'm free tonight.



DEREK

Look, I just don't want to tie you down, okay? I'm sure there's tons of guys at school that would love to go out with you.



ERIN

It's because of the play, isn't it?



DEREK

No, it's got nothing to do with that. It's just...


(off Erin's look)

It was great getting to know you, okay? And I'm sure we'll see each other again sometime.

Erin watches in dismay as Derek leaves. GIL enters.



GIL

So how're you doing?



ERIN

You've ruined my life.

EXT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- CONTINUOUS

A dazed Erin walks out. Gil stares out the door after her.

FADE OUT

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

LAUREL rushes up to Gil.



LAUREL

Gil. I've been trying to call you all weekend.

They move along the corridor together.



GIL

Oh, I was around. I just unplugged the phone. Didn't want to get hounded by the media.



LAUREL

Look, I'm so sorry about Friday night. I really let you down.

KEVIN strolls through another section of the corridor. He stops to watch Gil and Laurel.



GIL

You mean missing the performance so Anika could take over and make me look like an idiot? Hey, I've forgotten about it already.

Gil walks off. A frustrated Laurel watches him.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MOMENTS LATER

Kevin intercepts Gil. They walk together.



KEVIN

At least Laurel's talking to you. Before the play, she didn't even know you existed.



GIL

Maybe it was better that way. I mean, the whole school's laughing.

Gil tears a poster off his locker.



GIL (CONT'D)

Erin hates me worse than ever. All that work for nothing.



KEVIN

It happens. Maybe you just tried a little too hard. Girls like it when you just relax, you know?



GIL

What do you know about girls?



KEVIN

Not much, until I got together with Bekka. Now, I've got a pretty good handle on that stuff.



GIL

Good for you. Maybe you should make an instructional video.



KEVIN

Nah, that'd be too much work.

TRAVIS and his BUDDIES pass by.



TRAVIS

Kurvers, the big playwright.



GIL

Don't even start.



TRAVIS

Seriously, man, your play rocked. The part where Anika starts to sing?



GIL

Yeah, that wasn't actually in the script.



TRAVIS

Hey, it worked. We nearly peed ourselves.

Travis and his gang continue along the corridor. SHELBY walks by.



SHELBY

Hey. I just wanted to tell you that I really enjoyed your play.



GIL

You've got to be kidding.



SHELBY

It sure changed a lot since we read it in class, but it turned out to be really funny.

Shelby moves along.

INT. SCHOOL -- AUDITORIUM -- DAY

CHRIS walks up to Jennifer, who stands on a ladder hanging decorations.



CHRIS

I need my chem workbook. It's in your locker.



JENNIFER

Uh, okay, just wait. I'll be done in a minute.



CHRIS

I need it now, and you shouldn't be climbing ladders.



JENNIFER

Why? Because I'm a girl?



CHRIS

No, because you're a klutz. You're an accident waiting to happen.



JENNIFER

I am not.



CHRIS

Saturday, coming back from the snack bar? Two large drinks and a tub of popcorn?



JENNIFER

That was a single isolated incident.



CHRIS

Story of your life.



JENNIFER


(laughs)

Yeah, right.



CHRIS

Besides, you've got to start being a little more careful.


JENNIFER


(incredulous)

Because of my condition?



CHRIS

Seriously, you've got to start thinking about this stuff.



JENNIFER

Laidlaw, I have a dance to organize, so just hold the ladder and stop being so neurotic.

Jennifer flashes Chris a grin as she screws a bulb into a lamp.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

BEKKA posts a notice on the bulletin board. Kevin walks up.



KEVIN

Hey. Dance this week already?



BEKKA

Well, it's a Halloween dance, and Halloween is this week.



KEVIN

You got our costumes figured out?



BEKKA

I've got mine.

Bekka starts along the corridor. Kevin follows.



KEVIN

Great. What about mine?



BEKKA

Don't you think you're old enough to dress yourself?



KEVIN

I just figured you'd want to coordinate, seeing as we're going together.

Bekka stops at another bulletin board and posts another notice.



BEKKA

What gave you that idea? It's not like you ever asked me.



KEVIN

Oh, right, I get it, so you want me to actually...


(beat)

So Bekka, the dance...



BEKKA

What about it?



KEVIN

Would you like to go with me?



BEKKA

No.

Bekka walks off. A chagrined Kevin stares after her for a beat, then plunks himself on the bench beneath the bulletin board.



KAT (O/S)

So what are you going to go as?

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

KAT and TRACEY walk down the stairs.



TRACEY

I'm not sure. I'm torn between Rapunzel or a mermaid.



KAT

Oh, you have to go as a mermaid. It's way hotter.



TRACEY

What about you?

There is a THUD O/S. Kat spins around and rushes to the stairs.



KAT

Oh, my God.

Jennifer sits on the bottom stair, rubbing her leg. Kat and Tracey crouch down to help.



TRACEY

Are you okay?



JENNIFER

Yeah, I'm fine. I just can't believe I did that.



CHRIS

What happened?



JENNIFER

It's no big deal. Anybody can trip on the stairs.

Chris walks up.



CHRIS

Most people have mastered that by the time they're two or three.



KAT

Take it easy, okay?

Kat hands Jennifer her books. She and Tracey walk off.



JENNIFER

Yeah, thanks.



CHRIS

You're okay, right?



JENNIFER

Oh, a fall like that in my condition? You better call 911.

Chris helps Jennifer up. She falters.



JENNIFER

Ouch!



CHRIS

What is it?



JENNIFER

Would you relax? It's just my ankle. Okay.

Chris supports Jennifer as they move off.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Laurel enters. She tosses her bag down at SHANNON'S table.



LAUREL

Guess what?


(sits)

Since I missed the performance, Marsh won't give me credit for the work I did on the play.



SHANNON

But it's not your fault the flight got grounded.



LAUREL

Just wait, it gets better. He's met with my other teachers, and my grades are so far down that I'm going to screw up my university entrance, so they think I should drop my core courses and start over again next term.



SHANNON

But that would put you a term behind.



LAUREL

Maybe I should just say to hell with it and go.



SHANNON

You mean, Japan?



LAUREL

Yeah, they need an answer.



SHANNON

It's a lot of money.



LAUREL

And if I've blown my entire year anyway...


(beat)

Maybe the universe is trying to send me a signal.

Off Laurel, considering.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Bekka walks along. Kevin catches up with her.



KEVIN

Okay, so you made your point. I should have asked you sooner, but we're going out, so I just assumed--



BEKKA


(interrupts)

Who says we were going out?



KEVIN

Well, we...

Bekka veers off to her locker. Kevin follows.



KEVIN (CONT'D)

What else would you call it?



BEKKA

We went to a couple of movies.



KEVIN

We ate lunch together, three, four times a week. We hung around.



BEKKA

No, mainly, I hung around, watching you and Gil play computer games.



KEVIN

We let you play, too.



BEKKA

Forget it, Kevin. I want to go out with a guy who actually pays attention.



KEVIN

Okay, look. Let's start fresh. I can make it up to you at the dance.



BEKKA

Sorry, Travis already asked.



KEVIN

Travis? You mean, Mark's little brother?



BEKKA

I said yes.

Off Kevin's confusion.

INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA -- DAY

Gil and Kevin are at a table.



GIL

So she dumped you for a guy in grade 10?



KEVIN

But all that time we spent at the arcade. I mean, you thought we were going out, right?



GIL

You can't say I didn't warn you. Bekka's one demanding little chick.



KEVIN

Yeah, but I like her.



GIL

So talk to Travis. Tell him he's out of line, and he'd better back off.



KEVIN

I don't know.



GIL

Dude, you're never going to get anywhere with women until you learn to assert yourself.



KEVIN

But I'm not all that good at confrontation. You know what happens when I get uptight.



GIL

So don't get mad. Stay cool, just set him straight. "Hey, Travis, possibly you don't realize you're trespassing on grade 12 property..."



KEVIN

This is Bekka we're talking about.



GIL

"So stay out of my yard and stop mowing my lawn."



KEVIN

Get out of my yard and stop mowing my lawn.



GIL

Yeah.

Seated at the next table, CRAIG turns to the guys.



CRAIG

Hey. Congratulations.



GIL

You saw the play, huh?



CRAIG

A truly world-class humiliation. Impressive, even by your standards.



GIL

Oh, so your sister didn't come off so well. Tell her to get over herself.



CRAIG

Why don't you tell her? She's at home right now, locked in the basement.



GIL

Well, that isn't my fault.

Craig walks off. Gil lets out a sigh.

INT. SCHOOL -- STUDY AREA -- DAY

Chris studies at a table. Jennifer walks up.



JENNIFER

Okay, you're right. I'm a klutz.



CHRIS

Finally, she admits it.

Jennifer sits.



JENNIFER

Um, I think I did quite a number on myself.



CHRIS

Then take it easy. Stay off that ankle.



JENNIFER

No, it's not my ankle. Um, after the fall, I started getting cramps, and now there's some spotting. I mean, it could be nothing at all.



CHRIS

Let's get you to the doctor.

Chris gets up. Moving gingerly, Jennifer does the same.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Laurel walks along. MARK catches up with her and they continue together.



MARK

Modelling in Japan? Shannon told me.



LAUREL

Well, it's an offer. I haven't decided if I want to do it.



MARK

For that kind of money? What's to think about?



LAUREL

It's modelling. 12 hours a day of getting my picture taken, instead of doing what I want to do with my life.



MARK

Right, like homework and laundry.



LAUREL

Like getting my marks up and going to university. Besides, I'd be gone for, like, six months.

Mark stops. Laurel turns to face him.



MARK

Hey. University's always going to be there. Chances like this don't come along every day.



LAUREL

So you think I should go?



MARK

I think you'd be nuts if you didn't. I mean, hey, what's holding you back?



LAUREL

Exactly. What could possibly be keeping me here?

Laurel searches Mark's expression for a beat before walking off. Mark stares after her.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

A determined Kevin spots Travis at his locker. He approaches.



KEVIN

So.



TRAVIS

So what?



KEVIN

So you and me. You're in grade 10, right, so you probably didn't realize that Bekka was going out with me.



TRAVIS

She told me you guys weren't actually going out.

Kevin grows flustered.



KEVIN

Okay, sure, maybe she said... Well, whatever she said, you're in, like, grade 10, so you should have checked with me before you walked onto the property.



TRAVIS

Which property?



KEVIN

Listen, buddy. You, you... You can just stay out of my garden and don't water my flowers.



TRAVIS

What?



KEVIN

You can...You can...



TRAVIS

Are you okay?



KEVIN


(shouts)

Grass!

Kevin looks about for a beat, then hurries off. MITCH walks up to a confused Travis.



MITCH

What was that all about?



TRAVIS

You tell me.

INT. ERIN'S LIVING ROOM -- DAY

A pajama-clad Erin is curled on the couch watching TV. The coffee table in front of her is strewn with empty ice cream containers. Gil enters, carrying a small paper bag.



GIL

Hey, there.



ERIN


(screams)

What are you doing here?



GIL

Your mom let me in.



ERIN

Well, get out!



GIL

She said you weren't feeling so great, and Craig said you were kind of bummed about the play...

Erin turns off the TV.



GIL (CONT'D)

So I decided to bring you something to cheer you up.

Gil takes an ice cream carton out of the bag.



GIL

Ice cream. It's what I eat when I'm feeling depressed.

Gil notices the coffee table.



GIL (CONT'D)

Apparently, so do you.

Gil sits at Erin's feet. He sets the ice cream on the table.



GIL

So look, the play... That wasn't exactly my fault.



ERIN

You only wrote the thing.



GIL

And then Anika took it over. I looked like an idiot, too, except it's not actually that bad, because people really like it.



ERIN

They laughed like hyenas.



GIL

Okay, look. You're upset, and I'm sorry.



ERIN

Sure you are.



GIL

I am, because, you know, we're friends.



ERIN

We're not friends.



GIL

And I care about how you feel.



ERIN

You have never cared about me.



GIL

Whether you want to admit it or not, we actually had something together.



ERIN

If you're talking about that night...



GIL

That night was magic.



ERIN

I kissed you, and you went and told the whole school.



GIL

Because I was happy. It's hard to keep good news to yourself.



ERIN

You claimed we had sex.



GIL

I never said that, exactly. People just sort of jumped to the conclusion.



ERIN

And then, to top it off, you go and write a play about it.



GIL

Because I wanted you to see how much it meant to me, okay?

Erin stares at him in disbelief.



ERIN

You are the coldest, most self-absorbed person I have ever met.



GIL

Thanks a lot.



ERIN

You have no feelings for anyone except yourself. Your play was the perfect expression of a shallow, reptilian soul.



GIL

Fine. Believe what you want.



ERIN

And you are a truly lousy kisser.

A hurt Gil stares at Erin for a beat. He opens the ice cream and begins eating.

INT. DOCTOR'S OFFICE -- WAITING ROOM -- DAY

Chris and Jennifer sit on a couch. Jennifer flips through a magazine.



CHRIS

How are you doing?



JENNIFER

I'm having a blast. How about you?



CHRIS

The cramping.



JENNIFER


(shows him the magazine)

Lavender was the colour last spring. Did you notice? I didn't notice.



CHRIS

How can you be so flip at a time like this?



JENNIFER

Would you rather watch me have a hysterical fit instead?

A NURSE comes into the waiting room.



NURSE

Jennifer MacMahon?

Jennifer and Chris follow the nurse into the examining room.

INT. ERIN'S LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Erin watches TV. Gil eats ice cream.



ERIN

Are you just going to sit there all afternoon, eating ice cream?



GIL

You're right. Why waste my time?

Gil puts the ice cream down.



ERIN

And don't try to act all wounded, okay, because this is about what you did to me.



GIL

Whatever you say.



ERIN


(through tears)

Thanks to you, I can never go back to school.


(beat)

Everyone thinks I'm a slut.



GIL

Erin.



ERIN

And my boyfriend dumped me.



GIL

What boyfriend?



ERIN

Derek MacMahon.



GIL

I never knew he was your boyfriend.



ERIN

He isn't, not since your stupid play. Now he's embarrassed to go near me.



GIL

Well, then he's a jerk. I mean, if you were my girlfriend, not that I'm even imagining it...



ERIN

You better not.



GIL

Because I know it would never happen.



ERIN

Not even in your dreams.

Gil takes a beat to collect his thoughts.



GIL

All I'm saying is if MacMahon broke up with you, that's his loss. He clearly doesn't know what he had.



ERIN

And what's that?



GIL

Somebody smart...

Close on Erin as she listens to Gil.



GIL (CONT'D O/S)

And beautiful and really sweet, you know, underneath it all, if you'd just finally stop being so defensive.

Gil and Erin share a look.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Bekka strides up to Kevin.



BEKKA

Stop hassling Travis.



KEVIN

I wasn't.



BEKKA

He told me all about it, Kevin, and it's no business of yours.



KEVIN

I was...He was, he was...Just--



BEKKA


(interrupts)

What on earth are you talking about?


KEVIN

I...Uh...Uh...

Kevin rushes off. Bekka watches as he goes.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Gil and a tentative Erin walk along.



GIL

It's going to be fine. Trust me.



ERIN

Yeah, right.



GIL

Hold your head up and never let them see you sweat.



ERIN

Girls don't sweat. They glow.



GIL

If people don't appreciate you, they're just jealous.


(beat)

See you after class?



ERIN

Yeah, that'd be good.

Gil moves off. Erin calls after him.



ERIN

Gil?

Gil walks up to Erin.



ERIN (CONT'D)

Some of the stuff I said earlier? Maybe I exaggerated just a little.



GIL

About me being cold and reptilian?



ERIN

And a lousy kisser.

Erin walks off. Gil grins from ear to ear. Bekka walks up.



BEKKA

You and Erin Woodbridge are talking to each other?



GIL

Yeah, I'd say we worked a few things out.



BEKKA

Wow.



GIL

Tell me about it.



BEKKA

So, uh, listen. I think there's something wrong with Kevin.

INT. SCHOOL -- GUYS' WASHROOM -- DAY

WAYNE and Gil enter.



WAYNE

He came running in, making noises, kind of like--

Wayne is interrupted by the sound of MOANING emerging from a cubicle.



GIL

Kev's a really emotional guy. When he gets upset, he can't even talk.

Kevin BANGS on the cubicle door.



WAYNE

And he's been doing that. I think it's his head.



GIL

Yeah, it's an expression of inner turmoil. It started in grade three, when Bobby Crandall pulled his pants down on the playground.

Another MOAN erupts from the cubicle.



GIL

Hey, Kevin? It's me. Can you say something?

There is another BANG on the door.



GIL

Then just listen. You can bang your head once for no, twice for yes, okay?

Kevin BANGS twice.



GIL

So you tried to talk to Travis?

Kevin BANGS twice.



GIL

And things didn't go so well?

Kevin gives two more vigorous BANGS.



GIL

Whoa, whoa, easy there, big fella.



WAYNE


(whispers)

You should really give him a question that needs a "no" answer.



GIL

Look, I know things are looking bad right now, but don't get down on yourself. I mean, so what if you screwed up with Bekka?

Kevin BANGS incessantly.



GIL

No, no, no, listen.

Gil enters the cubicle beside Kevin's, climbs on the toilet and peers over the divider.



GIL (CONT'D)

No, listen, what I mean is this is strictly a temporary setback.

Kevin looks up at Gil from his perch on the toilet.



GIL (CONT'D)

You'd be amazed what you can accomplish. I mean, hey, I'm living proof. My name was mud, but now Erin likes me again.

An incredulous Kevin gazes at Gil.



GIL (CONT'D)

Truth, man. We got to talking, and stuff just started happening.



WAYNE


(wide-eyed)

What sort of stuff?

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Mark and PAIGE are at the counter.



MARK

So you're working Thursday night?



PAIGE

Not that I know of. Why?



MARK

I wondered if maybe you'd like to go to the Halloween dance.



PAIGE

Oh, will you actually dance?



MARK

I'm not going to make a real commitment to it, but I'll stand on the dance floor and laugh at other people.



PAIGE


(laughs)

Okay, call me, and we'll get together costumes.



MARK

Sounds good.

Paige walks off. Laurel enters. She shoots Mark a look and takes a seat at the other end of the counter. Mark walks up.



MARK

Look, about this morning, if I said something wrong...



LAUREL

No, you hardly said anything at all.



MARK

That's what I thought, but then the temperature dropped, like, 30 degrees, and you started walking.



LAUREL


(through forced laughter)

Oh, that's just me, moody and difficult.



MARK

I think you should do what you want, okay? I mean, not that it matters what I think, but, I mean, it doesn't really make any difference to me either way.



LAUREL

Well, it's good to be clear on that.

Mark crouches beside Laurel's chair.



MARK

Look, I'd miss you, but it's not like we're part of each other's lives anymore.



LAUREL

I know.



MARK

You're the one who wanted it that way, right?



LAUREL

That's what I thought.

Off Mark's confusion.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mitch, Travis, and some other GUYS are crowded around Gil.



GIL

I went to Erin's place. We talked. End of story.



MITCH

And that's it?



GIL

Even if that wasn't it, I wouldn't tell you about it.



MITCH

That's what I figured. Nothing happened.

Mitch begins to walk away.



GIL

Okay, I'm not saying nothing happened. Let's just say Erin and I connected on a very fundamental level.

Gil grins. Mitch and a Buddy share a knowing smirk.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MOMENTS LATER

Travis and Mitch walk along.



TRAVIS

A very fundamental level? Yeah, but what does that mean?



MITCH

You tell me. Apparently, they were down in Erin's basement...

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MOMENTS LATER

Travis and Bekka walk along.



TRAVIS

And one thing led to another.



BEKKA

Define "another."



TRAVIS

I don't know this for sure, but according to Mitch Lecky...

INT. SCHOOL -- GIRLS' WASHROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

Bekka and Erin stand at the sinks.



ERIN

On top of the washing machine?



BEKKA

And I told him, "There's no way, Erin isn't like that"...

Erin dashes away. Bekka calls after her.



BEKKA (CONT'D)

But apparently, Gil's been telling everybody...

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MOMENTS LATER

Erin rushes up to Gil at his locker.



ERIN

You total pig.



GIL

I swear, I never--



ERIN


(interrupts)

Don't talk to me.

Erin hurries backwards down the corridor, yelling at Gil as she goes.



ERIN (CONT'D)

Don't look at me. Don't you even breathe the same oxygen, because I hate you!

A flummoxed Gil watches Erin hurry away. He bangs his head against his locker. Kevin walks up and puts a friendly hand on his shoulder.

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- DAY

Jennifer lies on the couch with her head in Chris' lap. They study an ultrasound photo.



JENNIFER

Look, you can see the baby's heart.



CHRIS

The way it was pulsing on the ultrasound screen? It reminded me of a star.



JENNIFER

You can be such a romantic sap sometimes, you know that?



CHRIS

Sure, scare me half to death and abuse me.



JENNIFER

I told you there was nothing wrong with me. If you hadn't been so neurotic, I wouldn't have freaked.

Close on the photo.



CHRIS (O/S)

She's beautiful.



JENNIFER

She?

Chris gazes at the photo.



CHRIS

Yeah, I think so. Just look at her.

Close on the photo.



CHRIS (CONT'D O/S)

She's real.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWO

END OF EPISODE
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