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TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. MARK'S REC ROOM -- NIGHT

MARK watches TV. CRAIG enters.



MARK

Hey, you've got your clothes back on.



CRAIG

So you heard what happened?

Craig sits.



MARK

Yeah, Kat mentioned it.



CRAIG

Well, what did she say?



MARK

Something about you being a three-timing, scummy lech who shouldn't be allowed to roam the streets freely. Sound right?



CRAIG

So she's still mad, then?



MARK

What do you expect, man? You told her you're going to break up with Anika to go out with her, and then you end up half-naked with Shelby?



CRAIG

I wasn't exactly half-naked.



MARK

Oh, right, you had your socks on.



CRAIG

I was modelling lingerie. And don't say anything. I've heard all the comments.



MARK

So what are you going to do now, go to a monastery or just switch schools?



CRAIG

I really don't think it's that big a deal.



MARK

You burned three women at once, and one of them was Anika.



CRAIG

It'll blow over.



MARK

Oh, yeah, like a typhoon.

A door closes O/S.



CRAIG

Look, I apologized to Shelby, and Kat will calm down.

KAT comes down the stairs, carrying a large Slurpee.



CRAIG (CONT'D O/S)

She's a rational person.

Mark spots Kat but says nothing. Kat moves behind Craig, lifts her Slurpee and dumps it over his head.



CRAIG


(gasps)

Oh!

Mark laughs. Kat shakes out the last few drops of her Slurpee with a satisfied smile. Off a dripping Craig.

FADE OUT

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

SHANNON and JENNIFER enter.



SHANNON

I don't know what I'll be doing next fall, either.



JENNIFER

But you'll be staying in town, right, so we could live in the house and if Derek stays on, we can split it three ways.

The girls move to the counter where Mark drinks coffee.



MARK

Split what?



SHANNON

Rent on Jennifer's house.



JENNIFER

My mom's moving to Victoria in the fall. I'll even let you take Mom's room. It's the bigger one.



SHANNON

You might need the extra space.

Shannon walks off. Mark shifts closer to Jennifer.



MARK

Aren't the kids supposed to be leaving home?



JENNIFER

In a normal universe, but not where I'm living right now.

Mark glances over his shoulder.



MARK


(soft)

Does your mom know you're pregnant yet?



JENNIFER

I'm waiting till I decide what to do.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

TRACEY and BEKKA walk along.



BEKKA

Have you ever modelled? You looked amazing in that dress, you know.



TRACEY

So did you. Everybody did.

Craig appears from behind a corner.



TRACEY (CONT'D)

Who knew Anika could actually pull it off?

Craig catches up with the girls.



CRAIG

So I take it the fashion show went well?

The girls ignore Craig.



BEKKA

Anika doesn't have bad taste in clothes, but her taste in men...



TRACEY


(finishes Bekka's sentence)

Is totally pathetic.

The girls move off, leaving a baffled Craig. GIL rushes up and he and Craig move along together.



GIL

Welcome to the future, man. A lifetime of sneers and loathing. Women stick together. You burn one, you burn 'em all.



CRAIG

You're the expert.



GIL

I see you haven't talked to Anika yet.



CRAIG

How would you know?



GIL

You've still got your limbs.



CRAIG

That reminds me. Marsh was asking for you. Something about the last assignment.

Craig leaves.



GIL

Uh-oh.

Gil dashes off.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

ANIKA is at the counter. LAUREL walks up.



LAUREL

I heard the fashion show raised all kinds of money.



ANIKA

Yeah, over a thousand dollars. Who told you?



LAUREL

Shannon filled me in. She even liked the lingerie.



ANIKA

Raspberry and black lace. It just brought out her skin tone so beautifully. I told her she should buy it.



LAUREL

I heard about you and Craig, too.



ANIKA

Just one of those bumps on life's road.



LAUREL

I'm sorry, for what it's worth.



ANIKA


(abrupt)

Gotta go. See you.

Anika scurries away. Off a thoughtful Laurel.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Jennifer walks along. CHRIS approaches and they move along together.



CHRIS

So are you ever going to give me a chance to talk to you?



JENNIFER

We're talking now.



CHRIS

I mean alone. We've got a lot to figure out.



JENNIFER

"We"?



CHRIS

I meant what I said last night, all right? I want us to have this baby.



JENNIFER

Why?



CHRIS

Because it's mine and ours, and we can do this.



JENNIFER

Because love makes the world go round?



CHRIS

Look, I know what's involved in this.

Jennifer stops and turns to face Chris.



JENNIFER

A baby, Chris, raising a chi…


(lowers her voice)

Raising a child with no money and no place to live?



CHRIS

Well, you're not telling me you want to have an abortion?



JENNIFER

Nobody...


(lowers her voice)

Nobody wants to have an abortion.



CHRIS

Then you want to have the baby?



JENNIFER

I don't know, Chris! My mom's moving and I don't know where I'm going to go. How am I supposed to make a decision like this?

Jennifer leaves. Off an unsettled Chris.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

SHELBY rushes up to Anika. They walk together.



SHELBY

Anika? Were you in biology this morning?



ANIKA


(cool)

I wasn't in the mood.



SHELBY

I skipped it, too. I mean, I couldn't face seeing Craig.



ANIKA

Well, you sure saw a lot of him yesterday.



SHELBY

Look, there was never anything between us.



ANIKA

Just his boxer shorts.

Anika wheels away. Off Shelby's exasperation.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- FURTHER ALONG -- DAY

TRAVIS strolls along, dribbling a basketball.



WAYNE (O/S)

I wouldn't do that.

REVEAL WAYNE a few feet in front of Travis.



WAYNE

Ravenson's just down the corridor.



TRAVIS

Thanks. Hey, do you play?



WAYNE

I can toss a few hoops.



TRAVIS

You mean shoot baskets?



WAYNE

Yeah, that's what I meant.



TRAVIS

A bunch of us play after school. You should come out sometime.

Travis walks off. Wayne tentatively heads down the corridor. Anika approaches.



ANIKA

What did Thing One want?



WAYNE

Nothing. He was kind of friendly, actually.



ANIKA

So all of a sudden, you're his chum? I thought you were going to get back at those guys.



WAYNE

Well, I am. I was. But sometimes, you need to let things go, right? Otherwise they just go on and on, and then you get back at them and they get back at you. Where does it all end up?



ANIKA

You end up triumphant, Wayne, with your enemies groveling and your foot on their throat.



WAYNE

You make it sound like only wimps have friends.



ANIKA

Suit yourself. Just remember, your friends are the worst enemies you can have, because they know where you're vulnerable, and as soon as you let your guard down...

Anika makes a fist and grinds it into Wayne's shoulder as if twisting a knife. She pulls her fist away, raises her eyebrows at Wayne and stalks off. Wayne watches her go.

INT. SCHOOL -- STUDY HALL -- DAY

Travis and MITCH are at a table.



MITCH

You invited him to play basketball?



TRAVIS

I guess I felt kind of sorry for him. He doesn't really have any friends.



MITCH

That's because he's an obnoxious little know-it-all. This morning I start to answer a question in Socials? He interrupts me to correct my grammar.



TRAVIS

He's not such a bad guy. What would it hurt to give him another chance?



MITCH

All right. One last chance. If he blows it, toast.

Mitch leaves. Travis shakes his head.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Craig grabs a bag of chips from the vending machine and starts down the corridor. ERIN walks up behind and pokes him in the ribs.



ERIN

Boo!

Craig startles.



ERIN

A little nervous today, are you?



CRAIG

No. Why should I be?



ERIN

Because Anika's going to dissect you like a frog. It's a shame, really. It would have been nice to see the Woodbridge name continue.



CRAIG

I don't get it. Everyone knows what Anika's like, but as soon as I actually break free, every girl in the school treats me like dirt.

They stop outside the Study Area.



ERIN

Well, duh. You cheated on her.



CRAIG

I did not cheat.



ERIN

You tried to, and if you cheat on one girlfriend, there's no guarantee you won't cheat on the next. No woman can ever trust you again.



CRAIG

You sound like Gil. And why are you on her side, anyway? You and Anika hate each other.



ERIN

She used to be my friend, okay? And it's not like I want to see her miserable.



CRAIG

Anika isn't miserable. She's Anika.

Craig walks off. Anika appears in the entrance to the Study Area. Erin approaches.



ERIN

I always told you this would end in disaster.



ANIKA

Well, you were right, weren't you?

Anika saunters away. Off a disgruntled Erin.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Gil walks along, assignment in hand. Mark and KEVIN approach.



GIL


(subdued)

I got my assignment back.



KEVIN

What? It can't be that bad.



MARK

And even if it is, man, it's just one essay.



GIL

It's not an essay, it's a play.

They stop at Mark's locker.



KEVIN

You wrote a play? No way.



GIL

Yeah. Marsh really likes it. Said it showed talent and sensitivity. He thinks I should enter it in the festival.

Kevin grabs the play and starts reading. Gil lunges for it but Kevin dodges him.



GIL

Hey!



KEVIN


(snickers, to Mark)

It's about two guys.



MARK

Wait, let me guess, their names are Kevin and Gil.


GIL

Hey!



KEVIN

Actually, Gary and Eric.

Mark grabs the play from Kevin.



MARK

Oh, no, it's not Eric, it's Erica.



GIL

Give that back!



KEVIN

You don't know anyone named Erica.



MARK

Unless he means Erin.

Mark gives the play back to Gil.



KEVIN

What, Erin Woodbridge?



MARK

Don't tell me you've still got a thing for her, man.



KEVIN

Yeah, Erin hates your guts.



GIL

Erin and I have had moments, real moments, okay? Lots of them.



KEVIN

Yeah, but she's never forgiven you for any of them.



GIL

Well, things can change. Besides, she hasn't heard my side of it.

INT. SCHOOL -- STUDY AREA -- DAY

Gil stands over Erin. His play is on the table.



ERIN

Ew.



GIL

Would it kill you to look at it?



ERIN

Maybe.



GIL

Look at the cover. Marsh gave it an A+. Said it showed "sensitivity, humour and poignancy."



ERIN

You must have taken it off the Net.

Gil leans down and puts a hand on Erin's bare shoulder.



GIL

Look, Erin, all I want is for you--

Anika walks up.



ANIKA


(interrupts)

Hey, Gil, we all know what you want. Now, stop groping her.



GIL

I put my hand on her shoulder.



ANIKA

Yeah, if it's skin-to-skin contact, we're talking biological warfare.



GIL

Just read it and I'll never bother you again.

Gil storms off.



ERIN

Don't think there's anything going on between us, because there isn't, okay? He just came in and started talking to me--



ANIKA


(interrupts)

That's so typical. Men think they deserve attention just because they exist.



ERIN

I should just throw it out.



ANIKA

You might need one of those special toxic waste containers. Did he actually write it?



ERIN

He says he did.



ANIKA

I can't believe Marsh gave him an A+.



ERIN

Marsh is demented.



ANIKA

Yeah, I know. I had him last year.



ERIN

We both had him last year.



ANIKA

Oh, right.


(beat)

Aren't you curious?



ERIN

No. Totally not.



ANIKA

Do you mind if I see?

Anika grabs the play and starts reading.



ERIN

Go ahead.


(beat)

So what does it say?



ANIKA


(reads)

"Erica enters the room, crying. "Gary: 'Have you been crying?' Erica: 'What does it look like?'"


(snorts)

Well, off to a roaring start.



ERIN

Why is she crying?



ERIN


(reads)

"I wanted so hard for just one guy to like me."



ANIKA


(reads)

"I like you."



ERIN


(reads)

"No, I mean a special guy, a guy who walks into a room and everyone knows who ..."


(blanches)

Oh, my God. That's what I said.



ANIKA

When?


(off Erin's look)

No! You mean, the night?



ERIN

I did not have sex with Gil Kurvers!



ANIKA

I wonder if he put that in here.

Anika flips through the play. Erin grabs it back.



ERIN

Ooh!



ANIKA

Do you want me to finish it for you and tell you how it ends?



ERIN

I know how it ends. Gil Kurvers dies.

Erin storms off.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

Gil is at his locker. Erin marches up, play in hand.



ERIN

What is this supposed to be? Blackmail?

Gil takes the play from Erin.



GIL

I want to dedicate it to you.



ERIN

You are so absolutely disgusting, I can't believe it.



GIL

What is your problem?



ERIN

You totally take advantage of me, and then you write about it?



GIL

This play is about a guy that really cares about a girl, but she never notices him because she's too busy chasing after the most popular guy in the school--

Erin snatches the play back.



ERIN


(cuts him off)

I'm going to burn it!

Erin storms down the corridor. Gil follows.



GIL


(grabs the play)

This play deserves to be seen.



ERIN

You're not serious. You wouldn't actually put this thing on in public?



GIL

It's sensitive, it's thoughtful. It's an A+.



ERIN

If you do this, I will never, ever, speak to you again.



GIL

So what? You never speak to me anyway.

Gil walks off.

INT. SCHOOL -- COURTYARD -- DAY

Jennifer sits by herself, reading. She hears FOOTSTEPS O/S, puts her book down, and watches Chris approach.



CHRIS

I could go to UBC. We could live in residence. They've got spaces for people with kids.



JENNIFER

You said "we" again.



CHRIS

Yeah.



JENNIFER

So is that why your first instinct was to run to Seattle?



CHRIS

It was a shock.


(sits)

But I'm here now.



JENNIFER

Yeah, you're here, now.



CHRIS

And I love you.



JENNIFER

Chris...



CHRIS

I know, it's not enough, not even close, but it's a start. This baby might be the best of both of us.



JENNIFER

Yeah, or the worst. Completely pig-headed.



CHRIS

Yeah, but kind of cute.



JENNIFER

What about med school, or travelling?



CHRIS

We can go to school. We can still do all of that. There will just be three of us.



JENNIFER

Sure, we'll travel. To the supermarket, or to Grandma's house.



CHRIS

There's nothing wrong with Grandma's house.



JENNIFER


(smiles)

True enough. She bakes.



CHRIS

Yeah. Hey, I mean, people backpack across Asia with little kids.



JENNIFER

Yeah, I'd rather do Europe.



CHRIS

Okay, we'll do Europe.



JENNIFER

Europe on $20 a day with diapers?



CHRIS

That doesn't mean it couldn't be great.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Erin sits, staring into space. Anika approaches and plops next to her.



ERIN

Well, it's finally happened. My life is officially ruined.


(beat)

Gil wants to produce the play.



ANIKA

So we'll stop him. We can sue the school. I can testify on your behalf as a character witness.



ERIN

You'd actually want to help?



ANIKA

It's true we've had our differences, but I realize now that women have to stick together, or men will just try to walk all over us.



ERIN

They're insensitive, cruel.



ANIKA

Arrogant, evil.



ERIN


(grows angry)

Thoughtless, destructive.



ANIKA

Selfish, immoral.



ERIN


(in tears)

Oh, Anika!



ANIKA

Oh, Erin!

They smile at each other and embrace.

INT. SCHOOL -- STUDY HALL -- DAY

Craig enters and spots Shelby. She sees him, gathers her things and starts along the corridor. Craig follows.



CRAIG

Don't you think this is being a little hypocritical? I mean, you were interested in me.



SHELBY

I was being polite. If you take that as a come-on, you're just as bad as Gil Kurvers.



CRAIG

Well, how about all those things you told my sister?



SHELBY

I told her I felt sorry for you because of the way Anika was treating you.



CRAIG

Hold on. You mean, you never said all those things about me being, you know...



SHELBY

What?



CRAIG


(smiles)

Hot?



SHELBY

Oh, get over yourself!

Shelby walks off.



CRAIG

Oh, I knew I was being an idiot. I just didn't realize how big an idiot.

Laurel approaches.



LAUREL

Beg your pardon?



CRAIG

And this is not just partial, this is complete, utter, transcendent idiocy.

Craig and Laurel start down the corridor.



LAUREL

I heard you and Anika broke up.



CRAIG

Actually, I did her a favour. I mean, we both knew it wasn't working out. I just gave her the perfect excuse to dump me and then make herself the school martyr all at the same time.



LAUREL

Craig Woodbridge! I can't believe what a jerk you're being.



CRAIG

Excuse me?



LAUREL

You really hurt her, and now you're trying to pretend that you were doing her a favour? Please.



CRAIG

Well, what am I supposed to do now?



LAUREL

Well, for a start, try apologizing.

Laurel walks away. Off Craig, considering.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mitch, in full basketball gear, dribbles a ball as he approaches Wayne at his locker.



MITCH

So are you coming? Deosdade said you wanted to shoot some hoops with us.



WAYNE


(timid)

Yeah, I guess, if it's okay with you.



MITCH

Whatever. Don't really matter one way or another.

They move along the corridor together.



WAYNE

Doesn't.



MITCH

What?



WAYNE

Doesn't really matter. It's singular.

Wayne keeps walking. An irritated Mitch glares after him.

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- DAY

Jennifer sits on the couch, pensively stroking the hair of an antique porcelain doll. Mark enters, carrying hockey bag.



MARK

We've got a pick-up game going at the arena. Is Derek around?



JENNIFER

Yeah, he's upstairs.

Mark sets the bag down and goes to sit beside Jennifer.



MARK

So what's new?



JENNIFER

I came home early so I could talk to my mom.



MARK

And?



JENNIFER

She had her course calendars all out. She was going on about how she'd been dreaming about this for years.



MARK

Oh, man.



JENNIFER

Yeah, I couldn't say anything.



MARK

But you've made up your mind?



JENNIFER

Chris thinks we could have the baby. He says it would be the most amazing thing we could ever do.



MARK

Is this what you want?



JENNIFER

Mark, what if it was you?



MARK

Come on, Jen, I can't make up your mind for you.



JENNIFER

I know, but just tell me, what if Laurel had gotten pregnant, what would you do?



MARK

I can't even imagine.



JENNIFER

Neither can I.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Craig heads for Anika's locker but turns as he hears her coming down the stairs. He approaches. She ignores him.



CRAIG

Oh, come on. Don't pretend you can't see me.

Anika moves to her locker. Craig follows.



ANIKA

I can see you. It's just that I prefer to block out repulsive objects. Actually, you're not repulsive. You're pathetic, and perverted, and--



CRAIG


(interrupts)

Look, I feel rotten.



ANIKA

Not nearly as rotten as you're going to feel.



CRAIG

I'm sorry.



ANIKA

You know what? I feel sorry for you, for letting yourself be so totally fooled by a devious little snipe.



CRAIG

Well, she caught me in a moment of weakness.



ANIKA

And you just couldn't stop yourself?



CRAIG

She's pretty good at deceiving people.



ANIKA

I saw right through her.



CRAIG

Yeah, well, she's had a lifetime of practice with me.



ANIKA

You only met Shelby this year.



CRAIG

No, I was talking about Erin.



ANIKA

We were talking about Shelby. She was chasing after you.



CRAIG

No, she wasn't. Erin told me that she liked me, and it turned out to be a lie.



ANIKA

Erin told you that?



CRAIG

And I guess I decided to believe her because you and I weren't getting along so well, but even if that was true, I was wrong, and I'm sorry.



ANIKA

So Shelby didn't come on to you?



CRAIG

No. Look, is there any way we could end up being friends?



ANIKA

I don't need any friends.

Anika storms off. Craig watches her go.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- FURTHER ALONG

Anika barrels past a locker and hears MUFFLED CRIES and BANGING. She stops and opens the locker to discover Wayne trapped inside. He steps out.



ANIKA

Don't tell me.



WAYNE

Mitch! He pretended to be my friend, and then he turned around and...okay, you were right.



ANIKA

Hmm, imagine that.



WAYNE

Well, now, it's war. No more weakness.



ANIKA

But use your head. Bide your time and smile. Then, when the perfect moment comes, it will be sweet.

Anika hands him his combination lock and walks off. Off a plotting Mitch.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

Anika thumbs through a magazine. Erin walks up and sets a potted bouquet on the table.



ANIKA

What's this?



ERIN

Oh, it's for you. Kind of a thank-you for helping me with Gil.



ANIKA

But I haven't done anything yet.



ERIN

Well, with everything that's happened this year, it feels really great to have you back on my side.



ANIKA

Yes, it does, doesn't it?



ERIN

I'm so glad we're friends again.



ANIKA

So am I.

They hug. Close on Anika's unsmiling face.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT'

Chris is at a table. Jennifer walks up and sits.



CHRIS

I checked out UBC housing. It's not bad. It's even got a little playground.



JENNIFER

You've certainly done your research.



CHRIS

I told you, I'm with you on this.



JENNIFER

Well, having a baby, you know, it's final. It's not something you can change your mind about.

Chris reaches across the table for Jennifer's hand.



CHRIS

Nobody is changing their mind.

Jennifer takes a beat to gather her thoughts.



JENNIFER

Chris. I'm sorry, but I can't go through with this.

Chris pulls his hand back. Off a conflicted Jennifer.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT

END OF EPISODE
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