
EDGEMONT
"DO YOU MEAN WHAT YOU SAY?"

Episode #442

AS-PRODUCED SCRIPT

February 25, 2003
Prepared by:

Line 21 Media Services Ltd.

#122 - 1058 Mainland Street

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2T4

Phone: (604) 662-4600
TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA -- DAY

LAUREL enters. She spots MARK at a table.



LAUREL

I didn't see you at your locker today.



MARK

I didn't need my books. We had a seminar this morning.



LAUREL

So you weren't avoiding me then?



MARK

No, I just don't want to make this harder than it has to be.



LAUREL

If we're really going to move on, maybe we should stop torturing each other and start being friends.

Mark gives a slight scoff at this.



MARK

We've tried that before.



LAUREL

Maybe we could try a little harder.


(smiles)

Or do you plan on staying away from your locker for an entire year?

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

On ERIN and TRACEY.



ERIN

He's trapped in this destructive cycle. He knows Laurel isn't good for him, but he just can't stop himself. He needs help.



TRACEY


(sarcastic)

Counselling?



ERIN


(schemes)

Someone to make him forget.

Erin shoots Tracey a significant look.



TRACEY

Oh, no.



ERIN

Why not? You could do it.



TRACEY

When are people going to get this? I do not want Mark Deosdade.

Tracey storms off.

FADE OUT

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- DAY

JENNIFER and SHANNON pile cleaning supplies on the counter.



JENNIFER


(good natured)

Isn't there an easier way to raise money for grad?



SHANNON

Have you ever worked in a smelly bingo hall? A car wash is better by a long shot.

CHRIS enters.



CHRIS

Wow. You guys have been busy.



SHANNON


(re supplies)

Will all this fit in your dad's car?



CHRIS

Who knows? It's an SUV. It's never actually carried cargo.

Shannon exits with an armload of supplies.



CHRIS

So, what are we doing later?



JENNIFER

Uh, washing cars?



CHRIS

I meant after that. I thought maybe I could take you to dinner. My treat.



JENNIFER

You're buying? Something must be up.



CHRIS

We can talk about you coming to McGill with me.



JENNIFER

I don't want to go to McGill. I'm going to take journalism at Ryerson.



CHRIS

But Ryerson's in Toronto.



JENNIFER

So, you can go to U of T.

Jennifer heads out the door.



CHRIS

I hate Toronto.

Chris walks off.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

GIL walks in and heads to the computer area.



GIL

Okay, great news. I got four free passes for the go-cart track this afternoon.

REVEAL KEVIN and BEKKA sharing a computer terminal.



KEVIN

I can't make it. I've got a doctor's appointment.



BEKKA

Choir rehearsal.



GIL

So what about Kat? Do you think she'd be interested?



BEKKA

No, I don't think it's her kind of thing.



GIL

Well, I could plan something else if she'd return a phone call.



BEKKA

You'd have to ask her about that.



GIL

Last year, we started to make a connection, then nothing. You're her friend. What did I do wrong?

Bekka gives Kevin a knowing look.



BEKKA

Okay.


(beat)

The truth is, she thinks you're just out for sex.



GIL

But I never laid a hand on her.



BEKKA

Yeah, maybe you didn't touch, but you sure do look.



GIL

Excuse me?

Bekka stands.



BEKKA

You never look girls in the eye, only at their chests.

Gil quickly averts his eyes from Bekka. Bekka shoots Kevin a look and walks off.



GIL

So what, it's a sin to admire a woman's body?



KEVIN

You have to admire their minds, too.



GIL

I like their minds, but how can you not look at their chests? I mean, they're right there at eye level.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Laurel walks to her locker. Mark joins up with her.



MARK

So you helping out at the car wash this afternoon?



LAUREL

I should, but I already made plans to go to a screening.

They put books in their lockers and continue to chat.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- FURTHER ALONG -- CONTINUOUS

Erin and Tracey watch Mark and Laurel.



ERIN

The ice princess is definitely thawing. You have to do something.



TRACEY

Can we drop this? I try to be Mark's friend, and suddenly, I'm the Other Woman.



ERIN

And you'll always be the other woman if you don't make a move.


(off Mark and Laurel's friendliness)

Right now.

Tracey walks off, leaving Erin at her locker. Anika approaches.



ANIKA

Clever, Erin, but tell me, have you really thought this through?



ERIN

I have no idea what you're talking about.



ANIKA

You still want Mark, but you don't have a chance against Laurel, so you're trying to use Tracey as a lever.



ERIN


(with false cheer)

You have such an active imagination.



ANIKA

I just worry that you're overestimating yourself. If Tracey gets Mark, you may never be able to steal him back. After all...


(glances over Erin's body)

you don't have her personal assets.

Anika walks off, leaving Erin to consider her point.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- MOMENTS LATER

Anika approaches Craig’s locker.



ANIKA

What do you think?

Anika pirouettes. REVEAL CRAIG in his hippie clothes.



CRAIG

Well, it's not exactly something you wear to a car wash.



ANIKA

Oh, is that your plan? Here I thought you were decked out to go tree-planting.



CRAIG

This is a grad fund-raiser. We're members of the grad class, so--



ANIKA

So naturally, you leapt at your chance to wear recycled hemp.



CRAIG

If you don't want to go, that's fine, but I'm going to go.



ANIKA

Well, maybe car washes are against my principles.



CRAIG

Oh, really? And what principles would those be?



ANIKA

Car washes are completely demeaning. They're all about guys ogling girls in wet T-shirts.



CRAIG

That's ridiculous. Car washes are about cleaning cars.



ANIKA

You can be such a hypocrite.

Anika walks off. Craig stares after her in disbelief.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR/STAIRS -- DAY

Gil heads for the stairs just as KAT is coming down, wearing a tight T-shirt. Gil approaches Kat and turns his head to avoid looking at her chest.



GIL

Hey, Kat.



KAT

Did you hurt your neck?



GIL


(turns head other way)

No, it's fine.



KAT


(impatient)

I've got a class.

Gil continues to turn his head this way and that.



GIL

You know the grad car wash? I was wondering if you want to come and be my partner.



KAT

I'm not graduating this year, and I really don't think we're suited for each other.



GIL

How can you say that?


(meets Kat's eyes briefly, then turns again)

After the dance, we spent the whole night talking.



KAT

What is wrong with you?



GIL

Will you just be my partner at the car wash? Please?



KAT

Standing in the middle of the street, waving at cars is totally humiliating.



GIL

So is being ignored by someone all summer.

Gil meets Kat's eyes quickly, then can't help but glance at her chest.



GIL

You owe me one!



KAT

Okay, fine.

Kat walks off.

Tracey, also in a tight shirt, bounds down the stairs. Gil covers his eyes as she passes.

As Tracey strolls along, Mark catches up with her.



MARK

Hey. You, uh, partnered up yet at the car wash?



TRACEY

I work first shift.



MARK

Me, too. You want to go together?



TRACEY

That will start the rumours flying.



MARK

I know you got dragged into all that crap, and I'm sorry. Still friends?

They stop walking and look at each other for a beat.



TRACEY

We were always friends.



MARK

Good.

Mark walks off. On Tracey, pleased.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

MAGGIE sets a coffee in front of JOSH.



MAGGIE

Don't you have class?



JOSH

Nope. Done for the day. That's what I love about college life. Laurel and I are going to a screening at the multiplex this afternoon.



MAGGIE


(intrigued)

Laurel?



JOSH

Yeah, yeah. Turns out she does see humour in watching giant lizards with a penchant for steel-tipped stilettos.



MAGGIE

You guys are seeing a lot of each other, hey?



JOSH

Yeah.


(beat)

Why not?



MAGGIE

Hey, it's just an observation.

Josh walks off.

REVEAL Erin, who has overheard the exchange.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Craig rushes up to Kevin and Mark. The three of them stroll along.



CRAIG


(excited)

Guys, when I say car wash, what's the first thing that comes into your mind?



MARK

Cut-offs and long legs.



KEVIN

Water fights, wet T-shirts.



CRAIG

Okay, yeah, but what about Grad, and fundraising for a good cause?



MARK

Yeah, sure. That too.



KEVIN


(to Mark)

So who are you working with?



MARK

Tracey needed a partner.

Mark goes to his locker.



KEVIN

Man, you are one lucky dog.

Kevin goes to his locker. Craig stops walking.



CRAIG

That's it? The sole attraction of a car wash is the chance to see a semi-nude, wet female body?



MARK

It beats mud flaps and greasy hubcaps.

Mark grins. Craig shakes his head and walks off.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- LATER

Mark walks along the corridor. Erin joins up with him.



ERIN

So I guess it's official, huh? You and Tracey are dating?



MARK

We're partnered up at the car wash. That's hardly close to a date.



ERIN

Does Laurel know?



MARK

Why should she care?



ERIN


(stops)

Oh, right. She's seeing Josh Wyatt again.

Mark turns to face Erin.



MARK

What do you mean?



ERIN


(innocent)

Didn't you know?

Erin walks off. Off Mark, irked.

INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA – MOMENTS LATER

Mark enters and finds Laurel at a table. He approaches.



MARK

So, are you still going to that screening at the multiplex?



LAUREL

Did I say it was at the multiplex?

Mark sits.



MARK

You know how everybody talks.


(beat)

They're also saying you're going with Josh.

Laurel looks at Mark.



LAUREL

It wasn't a secret.



MARK


(sarcastic)

Oh, is that why you didn't tell me?



LAUREL

Why open old wounds? I thought we're trying to move on.



MARK

You're not moving on. You're picking up right where you left off, with the same guy--



LAUREL


(angry)

Is this what you call trying to be friends?



MARK

Forget it.

Mark moves to leave.



LAUREL

You know what? I wasn't even thinking of dating him. Maybe I should reconsider.

Laurel storms off. Mark glares after her.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mark SLAMS the door of his locker. Jennifer walks up.



JENNIFER

Whoa! That's school property. You have to pay if you rip the door off.



MARK


(angry)

Laurel Yeung is a complete hypocrite. Did you know that?



JENNIFER

I gather the being friends thing isn't working out.



MARK

I should just go for Tracey, save myself the grief.



JENNIFER

Oh, please. What you and Laurel do to each other is bad enough. Don't hurt innocent bystanders.



MARK

I happen to like Tracey.



JENNIFER

And if you went out with her, you'd be doing it to get back at Laurel.



MARK

Laurel and I have nothing to do with each other.



JENNIFER

Sure.



MARK

Tracey's great. She's easy-going, she's fun to be with. I can be myself when I'm with her.



JENNIFER

Which one of us are you trying to convince?



MARK

I'm not trying to convince anybody. I'm just making a point.



JENNIFER

Well, hey, if you like her so much, then go for it.

Jennifer walks off. Off Mark, considering Jennifer's parting shot.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Craig carries a shopping bag. He approaches Anika.



CRAIG

I've conducted some independent research into car washes, and you may have a point.



ANIKA

I absolutely have a point.



CRAIG

And of course I'd never ask you to do anything against your principles.



ANIKA

I should hope not.



CRAIG

So here's the solution.

Craig takes a long raincoat and hat from the bag.



CRAIG

This way, you can come to the car wash without being ogled.



ANIKA

You don't actually expect me to wear that?



CRAIG

It solves your problem with car washes...unless, of course, being on display isn't exactly the issue.



ANIKA


(defiant)

What do you think is the issue?



CRAIG

I think...


(takes a pair of boots from bag)

you're afraid of hard work.

Anika snatches the coat and hat and walks off.



CRAIG


(holds up boots)

Anika?

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- LATER

Tracey walks down the hallway. She's dressed for the car wash in a T-shirt and cut-offs. Mark spots her and stops in his tracks.



TRACEY

What's wrong?



MARK

Nothing. You look great.



TRACEY

Should I bring my jacket?



MARK

That depends. Are we going for coffee afterwards?



TRACEY

I thought we were just going to be friends.



MARK

Friends have coffee.



TRACEY

As soon as we walk into Captain Java, everyone's going to decide we're having this hot romance.

They share a laugh at this.



MARK

Would that be so bad?



TRACEY


(serious)

Mark, you're still wrapped up with Laurel.



MARK

No, I'm not.



TRACEY

Since when?



MARK

It's over this time, once and for all.

Tracey looks pleased as she walks off. Off Mark, smiling.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- FURTHER ALONG -- MOMENTS LATER

Tracey passes by. REVEAL Kevin gawking at her. He moves to Gil, who has his head stuffed in his locker.



KEVIN

Hey, did you check out what Tracey's wearing today?

Gil knocks his head on the side of his locker as he emerges.



GIL


(groans)

This is impossible.



KEVIN

Here, I've got something that might help.

Kevin pulls an elastic band from his pocket.



GIL

An elastic band?



KEVIN

My uncle put one around his wrist when he was trying to quit smoking. He'd snap it every time he got a craving. I think it might work for you.



GIL

I've got to try something.

Gil puts the elastic band around his wrist.

EXT. CAR WASH -- DAY

Anika, in the raincoat, buffs a fender. Craig stands by.



CRAIG

G'day, mate.



ANIKA

What's so good about it?



CRAIG

I've got to give you credit, Anika. You sure know how to buff a fender.



ANIKA

Then you should apologize for suggesting I'm lazy.



CRAIG

I completely retract it.



ANIKA

And you should admit that I'm a superior judge of human nature.



CRAIG

Yeah, I'm beginning to appreciate that.



ANIKA

Then I have something to admit, too.

Anika rips off raincoat.



ANIKA (CONT’D)

I don't really mind having guys ogle me.

Craig gapes. Gil approaches, sees Anika and also gapes. PAN UP Anika's body in skimpy shorts and a tank top. 

Gil raises HIS eyebrows, then quickly averts his gaze and frantically snaps the elastic around his wrist.

Beside them, Tracey sprays water at a car window, hitting Mark in the process. He braces his shoulders and turns to look at her.



TRACEY


(innocent)

Oh, I'm sorry. I didn't mean to.



MARK


(grins)

Yeah, right.

Tracey moves toward the wash stand. Mark flicks a wet rag at her.



TRACEY

Ah!



MARK

It was an accident. I'm sorry.

Mark turns his back. Tracey grabs a bucket. Mark wheels around and Tracey dumps the bucket on him. Mark rushes at her.

Over the playful O/S SHRIEKS from Mark and Tracey, Gil stands over a wash bucket, determinedly churning a broom up and down.



GIL


(under his breath)

Don't look up. Don't look up.

Kat approaches him. She watches Mark and Tracey.



KAT

Tracey and Mark are going crazy. Her shirt is completely soaked. God, I mean, you can see right through it.



GIL


(moans)

I can't do this.

Gil turns his head to the sky and throws a cloth over his face. Kat snatches the cloth in irritation.



KAT

What is wrong with you?

Gil looks at Kat then abruptly shifts his gaze skyward again.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Maggie clears a table. Laurel and Josh enter.



MAGGIE

Hey, back already?



LAUREL

Yeah, the film print broke right in the middle of the birth of the killer komodo.



JOSH


(points)

Why don't you grab that table over there? I'll get the coffee.



LAUREL

All right.

The three head in separate directions.

Mark and Tracey enter, laughing.



TRACEY

No, seriously. It was an accident.



MARK

You owe me a triple shot. That's all I can say.

At the sound of Mark's voice, Laurel turns to see him with Tracey. Mark and Tracey spot Laurel. Laurel turns her back to them and sits.



TRACEY


(off Laurel's reaction)

Maybe we should take a rain cheque.



MARK


(casual)

No, we came for cappuccinos. We're getting cappuccinos.

Mark and Tracey sit behind Laurel.

Josh approaches and sets a cup in front of Laurel.



JOSH

Skim decaf, right?



LAUREL

Am I that predictable?



JOSH

Let's just say you're consistent.



LAUREL

Well, I have a surprise for you.


(beat)

I take honey now.

Laurel and Mark stand at exactly the same moment. They see each other and warily proceed to the counter.



MARK

I didn't expect to see you here.



LAUREL

I believe you. You're not prone to thinking ahead.



MARK

Excuse me if I'm not as calculating as you are. Some people call that being deceptive.



LAUREL


(icy)

I'm not deceiving anyone.



MARK

Not now, but maybe back in June--



JOSH

That's not what happened, whatever you want to think.

Josh approaches counter.



LAUREL


(to Josh)

Look, you don't need to get into this.



MARK

No, why not? He was right there when we were breaking up.



JOSH

That chip on your shoulder just keeps getting bigger and bigger, doesn't it?



LAUREL

Josh, I told you, stay out of it.

Tracey shakes her head and rolls her eyes.



LAUREL


(to Mark)

All it took was one argument and you went home with the first girl you saw.



MARK

You were lying to me.

Tracey approaches counter.



TRACEY


(upset)

That's not the way it happened.



MARK

Tracey--



TRACEY

I'm tired of everyone accusing me of breaking you two up.



MARK

Just stay out of it, okay?



LAUREL

Don't tell me the honeymoon's over already?



MARK


(to Laurel)

Why are you here, anyway? Why don't you just go to some college coffee shop where everybody's smarter and more sophisticated?



LAUREL


(livid)

I have put up with more because of you--



MARK

Please.



LAUREL

I'm the one who left my parents so we could be together. I'm the one who came all the way back here so I could watch you pick up with her.



TRACEY

He said you'd broken up--



LAUREL

Would you please just stop!



MARK

She's telling the truth.



LAUREL

I don't care!

With her elbow, Laurel deliberately knocks a cup off the counter. It breaks. Mark and Tracey look on in stunned silence. Embarrassed, Laurel storms off as a small crowd watches.



MARK

Laurel!

Mark rushes after Laurel. Erin enters as Mark bolts out the door.



ERIN

What did I miss?

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- DAY

Jennifer and Chris head out.



CHRIS

So it would be okay if you went to school in Toronto.



JENNIFER

Funny, I don't recall asking your permission.



CHRIS

Because it's not too far from Montreal. We could commute on the weekends.



JENNIFER

Are you talking, one weekend at your place, one weekend at mine?



CHRIS

I was thinking more like you'd be coming to Montreal. I will have a tougher course load than you.



JENNIFER

Well, if you have to study so much, you're better off in Toronto. Fewer distractions.


(beat)

Chris, is this weird? Arranging our lives a year in advance?



CHRIS

You've got to think ahead. Unless you don't want to?



JENNIFER

No, it just seems so far away.



CHRIS

The future is theoretical. Except for the immediate future, which is dinner. Which is for sure, right?



JENNIFER

Are you still paying?



CHRIS


(with affection)

As long as you're not too hungry.

Jennifer laughs as they exit.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Laurel sits on the floor in front of her locker, brooding. Mark approaches and stands in front of her.



LAUREL

What do you want?



MARK

I came to ask you the same thing.



LAUREL

I'm sorry I threw the glass. Are you satisfied?

Mark sits.



MARK

I can't figure this out. You leave me hanging on the line all summer long, and then you come back, and we break up. You want to be friends, then you don't. One minute we're moving on, and the next minute, I'm dodging glass.



LAUREL

I said I'm sorry.



MARK

I don't care about the glass. I just want to know what's going on.



LAUREL

I don't know. I can't believe I did that. I've never done anything like that before in my life.



MARK:

I can't believe it either. I mean, totally losing it in public and embarrassing yourself? That was always my job.



LAUREL

You did your share of yelling.



MARK

Yeah. It was a good thing I didn't start chucking things at you. My aim's way better.

They share a small laugh.



MARK

What are we doing?



LAUREL

Trying to move on with our lives.



MARK

Do we have to move to different cities?



LAUREL

I don't want to go back to Houston. Changing schools would set me back a term.



MARK

Is that the real reason you came back?

Laurel considers this for a second.



LAUREL

No.


(beat)

I wanted to finish things with you for good. Make a clean break and move on. It turns out it's not so simple.



MARK

You can say that again.



LAUREL

Come on, this is so much easier for you.



MARK

Are you kidding?



LAUREL

I saw you with Tracey in that shop. You could have just slipped into a relationship with her.



MARK

Nothing has happened.



LAUREL

I'm starting to believe you.



MARK

What about you and Josh?



LAUREL

It's the same as you and Tracey.

They look at each other meaningfully for a moment.



MARK

For what it's worth...


(beat)

no one else will fill your place in my life. Ever.

Mark moves to leave.



LAUREL

Mark...



MARK

What?



LAUREL

Can we talk again?



MARK

Yeah, I hope so.

Mark leaves. Off Laurel, her eyes welling up.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

On Tracey and Erin at a table.



TRACEY

I told myself I wasn't going to let Mark do this to me again.


(bitter)

This is the last time, I swear it.



ERIN

Well, this is really only the first time, unless something did happen after the dance?

Tracey hesitates for a moment, then--



TRACEY

Not after the dance. It was the August long weekend. We went for a walk and ended up at the beach...Spanish Banks? We were just kidding around and he was laughing and he said how great it was just to have fun with someone...and, um, then...



ERIN

One thing led to another?



TRACEY

Not all the way, and then I didn't see him for the rest of the summer.


(off Erin's look)

You can't tell anyone about this.



ERIN


(innocent)

Oh, no. Of course not.

Erin sips her coffee. Tracey stares at her, unconvinced.

Kat approaches the computer area.



KAT

I wasn't sure you were going to turn up.

REVEAL Gil at a computer terminal.



GIL

Well, you know, when it comes to you, I'm always up for humiliation and torture.



KAT

You were acting like a total lunatic today. Then Bekka told me what you were trying to do.



GIL

So what? I mean, it's not like you actually care.



KAT

Nope.



GIL

And that's it? Don't you think I deserve at least one semi-date?



KAT

Okay. If you really want to go out, I'll let you take me.



GIL

Excellent.



KAT

But you have to know this, there's no kissing, there's no touching, and it's only this one time.



GIL

Beggars can't be choosers, I guess.

Gil moves to leave, then stops himself.



GIL

Wait a minute.


(beat)

Forget it. Everyone has their threshold and you just crossed mine.



KAT


(laughs)

You have a threshold?



GIL

Hey, the constant rejection, the unending humiliation, that's part of the game, but if there's no hope, what's the point?

Gil thrusts the elastic band at Kat. She watches him leave.



LAUREL (V/O)

Hi, this is Laurel. We're not in, so leave a message.

REVEAL Erin on the phone.



ERIN


(low)

Laurel. It's Erin. We need to talk.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWO

END OF EPISODE
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