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TEASER

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - DAY

Jennifer and Shannon sit at a table, drinking their coffee and talking.



JENNIFER

Shannon, why do you find it so hard to believe Jordan likes you?



SHANNON

Because he was supposed to like you.



JENNIFER

Yeah, well, once I got over feeling like an idiot, I was happy for you.



SHANNON

Why?



JENNIFER

Because... this could be the start of something beautiful, and I can say I helped plant the seed.



SHANNON

You're making it sound like a botany experiment. Besides, I don't even know if I like him that way.



JENNIFER

Well, here's your chance to find out.

She indicates Jordan, who has just entered and now stands at the counter.



SHANNON


(sternly)

Don't.



JENNIFER

It's called coffee between friends. What's the big deal?



SHANNON

The big deal is-- I'm not interested.

Jennifer smiles and gets up. She joins Jordan at the counter. Shannon sighs and shifts uncomfortably. She looks towards the counter, where Jennifer and Jordan are talking.



JENNIFER

Great. How are you?



JORDAN

Not too bad. So you're sure it's okay if I join you?



JENNIFER

Yeah, of course.

He looks over his shoulder towards Shannon. Her chair is empty. He catches sight of her at the door, waving as she walks out.



JORDAN

Off to a good start.



JENNIFER

No, don't take it personally.



JORDAN

The dance is in two days.



JENNIFER


(optimistically)

Then I have 48 hours to work on it.

Jordan grins.

OPENING SEQUENCE

ACT ONE

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - MORNING

Kevin and Craig walk down the hall together.



KEVIN

My dad wanted to extend his leave, but my mom talked him out of it. Six months was long enough.



CRAIG

Six months in Australia-- it can't have all been bad.



KEVIN

Don't get me wrong. I mean, weekends at Bondi Beach with thousands of beautiful girls in thong bikinis...



CRAIG

Any of them look at you twice?



KEVIN

Several of them, Woodbridge, eyed me repeatedly, and I learned how to surf.

They enter the study hall.


CRAIG

Sweet.



KEVIN

Well, boogie-board.



CRAIG

Glad to hear you made such an impression.

They set their books down at a table.



KEVIN

Oh, and how's your love life?

Craig falters.

INT. MARK’S REC ROOM - MORNING

Kat is just putting her boots on. Mark comes down the stairs.



MARK

She's up, she's dressed, she's got her books.


(he puts his jacket on)

If I didn't know better, I'd say this girl was going to a real school.

Kat stands up and grabs her bag and jacket.



MARK

Of course, real schools have dances, like the one this Friday night.



KAT


(derisively)

That's your turf. Stuck to Laurel like a leech all evening, making everyone gag.

She exits just as Travis enters the room.



TRAVIS

Kat can't go to the dance anyway.



MARK

Yeah, because she's not allowed on school property.

He heads for the door.



TRAVIS

No, because she's got other plans-- with Craig. They're going on a date.

Mark raises his eyebrows.

INT. STUDY HALL - MORNING

Jordan enters and approaches Shannon, who sits at a table.



JORDAN

So I'm thinking of doing a piece for the paper... "DJs Who Do Dances-- do they still dream of fame and fortune?"



SHANNON


(unsure why he’s telling her this)

And you want the name of our D.J.?



JORDAN

Has Jen spoken to you, by any chance?



SHANNON

About what?



JORDAN

Oh, uh...nothing. Forget about it. I'll see you in Socials.

He exits. Shannon muses unhappily.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Derek and Jennifer walk down the hall together.



DEREK

So Baldoni called last night. Apparently, I'll be assistant teaching his gym classes... The ultimate challenge.



JENNIFER

Derek, come on. The judge gave you a major break.



DEREK

A hundred hours of community service?



JENNIFER

You'd rather be in jail?

Mark joins them, grinning.



MARK

Derek, my man. Good to see you.



DEREK


(clasping his hand)

Deosdade, you runt, what's up?



MARK


(throwing playful punches at Derek)

Your timing couldn't be better. We're doing rugby in Phys. Ed.

Laurel joins them, and Jennifer explains for her.



JENNIFER

Derek used to be on the rugby team.



MARK

He was the rugby team-- won M.V.P. three years running and took our team to the zone finals twice.



DEREK


(shoving him playfully)

Yeah, well, you'd better keep your head up, all right, buddy?



MARK


(clasping hands again)

Looking forward to it. All right. See you around.

Derek and Jennifer walk away. Mark puts his arm around Laurel and they walk down the hall together.



MARK

So if my face looks like hamburger by Friday night, will you still go to the dance with me?



LAUREL

Are you asking me to the dance?



MARK

I didn't think I'd have to.



LAUREL

Then I hate to break it to you... but I already have a date...



MARK

Funny.



LAUREL

With Flash.



MARK

Who's Flash?



LAUREL


(pulling out a camera)

I said I'd photograph the dance for the yearbook, but I'm sure Flash wouldn't mind if you cut in.



MARK


(grinning)

"Flash the Camera..." I finally found your weird side.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Chris and Tracey watch Erin and Anika carry computer equipment down the hall.



CHRIS


(grinning)

Ravenson couldn't prove who was behind the website, so he "volunteered" them to move all the computer equipment to the new lab anyway.



TRACEY


(calling to Anika)

Anika--


(Anika turns)

those snaps of you on the web? I had no idea you were such a gymnast.

Chris and Tracey laugh. Anika smiles sweetly and turns away.



ERIN

Can you believe Gil called in sick? What a slimeball, leaving us with all the work.

Anika stops and makes a show of ignoring her and looking around.



ANIKA

What is that annoying buzzing sound? It's like a mosquito.


(glaring at Erin)

If only I could squash it.

They continue down the hall.

INT. GIRLS’ WASHROOM - LATER

Shannon and Jennifer talk in the bathroom.



SHANNON

What did you say to him?



JENNIFER

Nothing--


(Shannon looks at her skeptically)

except that I'd try to talk you into going to the dance with him.



SHANNON

Jen!



JENNIFER

Shannon, I know you. Whenever you're faced with something new, you freak out. Then once you've tried it, you...



SHANNON

I'll be a convert?



JENNIFER

He's a nice guy--



SHANNON


(coldly)

You know what, Jen? You don't know me at all.

Shannon walks out, leaving Shannon looking hurt and confused.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Derek, Laurel and Mark walk down the hall together.



DEREK

I can't believe the gut on Baldoni. He used to be a six-pack when I was here. Now it's a two-four.



MARK

The guy can barely bend down to tie his own sneakers.



DEREK

They should fire his fat butt and hire me instead.

They laugh. Chris and Tracey see them pass.



CHRIS


(calling out)

Hey, MacMahon, nice setup you've got here. It beats the Big House or hiding out in protective custody.

He chuckles, then tosses his empty pop can at a garbage can. The lid is on, so the can just bounces off. Chris and Tracey just walk away.



DEREK


(to Chris)

Pick it up.



CHRIS

Excuse me?



DEREK

You heard me.



CHRIS

That doesn't mean I have to listen.



DEREK

I'm working here now.



CHRIS

You're not working here. You're doing time.

The other students in the hallway notice the increasing tension and step back from the confrontation, watchful.



DEREK

Pick it up.

Laurel has had enough of this stupidity. She puts the pop can in the garbage herself and walks away. Mark looks at Derek apologetically and follows her. He catches up to her at the pop machine.



MARK

What'd you do that for?



LAUREL

Mark, They were about to come to blows over a pop can.



MARK

That's not the point. Derek was sending Chris a message.



LAUREL


(deepening her voice mockingly)

Yeah, he biggest, toughest caveman in clan.



MARK

Derek's a good guy, Laurel.



LAUREL

When he's not lifting his leg to mark his territory.



MARK

When he was here at McKinley, he was the guy we all wanted to be.



LAUREL

Not all of you, I hope.



MARK

Well, no, not all the wimps.



LAUREL

I see, the wimps being the ones who've finished evolving?



MARK

So you wish I was this sensitive New Age type guy, like Brendan, the chinless wonder?



LAUREL

He wasn't chinless.

He slugs the machine, and a pop can falls out. He picks it up, chuckling.



MARK

Brendan--wimp.


(he beats his chest)

Mark--biggest, toughest caveman in clan.

Laurel walks away before he starts to drool too.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Kevin talks with Craig while they stand at his locker.



KEVIN

I don't think you understand. You were always a beacon to me.



CRAIG

What are you talking about?



KEVIN

No matter how badly I did with women, I could always look at you and say, "At least Woodbridge is doing worse."



CRAIG


(firmly)

This thing with Kat is not a date.



KEVIN

But now I stand alone on the bridge of the S.S. Loser.



CRAIG

So there's a dance this Friday. Why not reverse fate and ask somebody?



KEVIN

Yeah, sure, like who?

Brenda walks by.



BRENDA

Hey, Kevin, welcome back.



KEVIN

Thanks, Brenda.


(he watches her go, smitten)

Well, stripe me pink.



CRAIG

What?



KEVIN

It's Australian for, "be still, my beating heart."



CRAIG

So ask her to the dance.



KEVIN

Sure.


(in a falsetto)

"Gee, I'd love to, Kevin, but I have relatives coming in from out of town that night-- yeah, that's right, relatives."



CRAIG

If Brenda's the woman of your dreams, you should do something about it.

Mark approaches them.



MARK

Hey, Kevin. How were the beaches?



KEVIN

Oh, you know, thousands of beautiful girls in bikinis.



CRAIG

Yeah, right.



MARK


(putting his hand on Craig’s shoulder)

What's this I hear about you and my sister?



CRAIG


(desperately apologetic)

Look, I didn't mean to kiss her, all right?



MARK


(shocked)

You kissed her?

Craig doesn’t answer, he just turns back to his locker.



KEVIN

Actually, you know, we found it really hard to try and drive on the...

Mark grabs Craig by the shoulder and turns him back to face him.



MARK

You kissed my sister?



CRAIG


(stammering)

No. I mean... sort of. Look, it wasn't even a real kiss, okay? It was more of a, of a-- a peck.



MARK


(laughing)

That is hilarious, man.


(he claps him on the shoulder)

Just, uh, don't lead her on. Otherwise, I might have to kill you.

Mark walks away.



CRAIG

Okay.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - LATER

Derek and Tracey sit at a table together.



TRACEY

You remember me? When you left McKinley, I was just a scrawny eighth-grader.



DEREK

Yeah, but even then, you had potential.

Maggie, an employee, comes over and takes their cups.



MAGGIE

Is that everything, or would you like a shovel with your bill?

She’s clearly no fool. Chris enters and sees Tracey with Derek.



CHRIS

Tracey...


(he steps up to the table)

Let's go.



TRACEY

I was just talking to a friend.



DEREK

You're with him?

Chris takes her arm and hauls her to her feet.



TRACEY

Apparently.



DEREK

Chris Laidlaw... foot and a half taller... same little puke.



CHRIS


(glaring at him)

You're playing rugby this afternoon?



DEREK

Of course.



CHRIS

I'll see you on the field.

Chris exits, dragging Tracey with him.

ACT TWO

INT. CENTRE COURT - LUNCH HOUR

Mark approaches Jennifer, who is sitting on the stairs, eating a sandwich and writing.



MARK

Lose all your friends on the way to lunch?



JENNIFER

You could say that.



MARK

I was joking, actually.



JENNIFER

So was I. Forget it.



MARK

No, I want to know.



JENNIFER

Well, apparently, Shannon isn't talking to me.



MARK

What happened?



JENNIFER

Good question. How's Derek doing?



MARK

I'm not sure. I don't have gym till last period.

Erin rushes up to them.



ERIN

Did you hear what just happened on the rugby field?

INT. HALLWAY - ELSEWHERE

Craig and Jordan relate the tale for Shannon and a crowd of other students.



CRAIG

Derek starts upfield and sees Chris coming straight at him, and so Derek just puts his head down and goes for it.



JORDAN

Yeah, you could hear it right across the field, like a pumpkin hitting the pavement.

INT. HALLWAY - ELSEWHERE

Erin and Anika talk at Anika’s locker.



ANIKA

Is he okay?



ERIN

Unfortunately-- twisted knee and some major damage to his pride.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Tracey walks down the hall with Chris, who is limping.



TRACEY

What did you expect? He's, like, a rugby professional.



CHRIS

He's not as tough as he thinks he is.

They reach Chris’ locker.



TRACEY


(grinning)

You didn't have to do this for me, you know.



CHRIS


(coldly)

Don't flatter yourself.



TRACEY

Sorry. My mistake.

She walks away. Anika arrives to get her own dig in.



ANIKA

Guess that's what happens when you come face to face with a real man.

She walks away. Chris slams his locker shut.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - LATER

Jennifer sits at a table with Derek.



JENNIFER

What were you thinking?



DEREK

I was thinking, "Here comes this jerk running straight at me."



JENNIFER

What you do is step aside.



DEREK

What I did was play the game.



JENNIFER

No, what you did was beat up a student.



DEREK

What was I supposed to do?



JENNIFER


(frustrated)

Act your age? Derek, you can't afford any more trouble.



DEREK

Hey, I may be a jerk sometimes, but do I really look like an idiot?

Jennifer rolls her eyes, wondering if she should answer that honestly.

INT. STUDY HALL - LATER

Mark sits at a table, trying to explain primate behavior to Laurel.



MARK

It's rugby.



LAUREL

A game in which evolutionary throwbacks repeatedly smash into each other, until they have very few teeth and even fewer brain cells.



MARK

I like playing rugby.



LAUREL

Check the knuckles-- if they're dragging... You're fine just the way you are. Just don't turn into Derek MacMahon.



MARK

What can you have against the guy? You don't even know him.



LAUREL

He's a loser, Mark. Three years later, he's still trading in on his cool-guy image from high school, and you know why? Because, aside from committing a felony, he hasn't done anything since.

She follows Mark’s gaze, and turns to see Jennifer standing behind her.



LAUREL

Jennifer...

Jennifer doesn’t reply, she just turns and walks away.



MARK

Way to go.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - LATER

Craig and Kat sit on a couch together.



CRAIG

Thank you for meeting me on such short notice.



KAT

That's the good thing about home-school. I mean, you can make your own hours.



KAT

So...



CRAIG

About the other night, when we, you know...



KAT


(grinning)

Kissed?



CRAIG

I really hope I wasn't taking advantage.



KAT


(laughing)

Of course not.



CRAIG

Because I have too much respect for you. You're a good friend.



KAT

A very good friend...



CRAIG

Yeah, and I want it to stay that way.



KAT

Talk about ESP or something. I mean, I was just going to say the same thing.



CRAIG

Really?



KAT

Totally-- I mean, Mark's my brother...



CRAIG

And he's my best friend. It's all just a little too...



KAT


(smiling sadly)

Weird.



CRAIG

Yeah, yeah. So... We're okay?



KAT


(forcing a smile)

Absolutely.

At the counter, Maggie talks to Derek while she cleans up.



MAGGIE

It's nice to see you're dating again, but you might want to go for someone who's out of pull-ups.



DEREK

Tracey? I was just counseling her.



MAGGIE

Teachers get fired for that kind of "counseling," Derek.



DEREK

Well, I'm not a teacher, although I wouldn't be surprised if they try to hire me as one.



MAGGIE

I think you need a degree for that.



DEREK

So I'll get one.

Maggie ignores him.



DEREK

I really made a mess of things, didn't I?



MAGGIE

You can still pull it together, Derek.



DEREK

Of course, none of this would've happened if you hadn't dumped me in the first place.



MAGGIE


(laughing bitterly)

Still blaming all your screwups on me, huh?



DEREK

No, I'm just saying that being apart from you really threw me, so if you're done your time out, I could really use your support right now.



MAGGIE


(incredulous)

I spent five years of my life supporting you. If you think for one minute I'd want to crawl back into that black hole, just forget it.

She walks away angrily.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Shannon stands at her locker, talking with Craig.



SHANNON

She was trying to set me up behind my back.



CRAIG

So? Jordan's a nice guy.

She closes her locker and walks away.



SHANNON

She never even asked me, Craig.



CRAIG


(following her)

Well, say you've got other plans.



SHANNON

I can't. I'm on the dance committee. I have to go. So what do I say, "I just don't want to go with you?"



CRAIG

Maybe you could say you were going with someone else.

With incredibly bad timing, Jordan arrives and approaches them.



JORDAN

Hey, Shannon. Look, I'm just going to cut to the chase here, okay? Would you like to go to the dance on Friday?



SHANNON

Sorry, I can't. I'm already going with Craig.

Craig turns to face her, stunned. He mouths, “What?” but she looks back at him with an expression that says, “Play along, or else!”

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Laurel approaches Mark at his locker.



LAUREL

Hi.

Mark ignores her.



LAUREL

I'm getting the silent treatment?



MARK

As a Neanderthal, I don't have much to say.



LAUREL

Actually, they believe that prehistoric humans had a very complicated language, and it all got lost in the Ice Age.

Mark doesn’t reply.



LAUREL

Look, I know Derek. I went out with a guy exactly like him for a year.



MARK

Brendan was like Derek?



LAUREL

Jake was like Derek. I thought he was so cool. He had his own car, his own place...



MARK

A 16-year-old had all that?



LAUREL

He was 20, and he had his own job, too, for a while, until he got himself fired and started scrounging off his friends.



MARK

20?



LAUREL

Yes.



MARK

And you went out with this guy for a year? Why didn't you tell me about him?



LAUREL

Because I knew you'd react like this.



MARK


(angrily)

Like what?



LAUREL

I'm trying to tell you about a painful part of my past, and all you're probably thinking is, "Did she have sex with him?"

Unable to contain himself...



MARK

Well, did you?



LAUREL


(icily)

You're right. You caveman.

She turns and walks away. She meets Jen a little further down the hall.



LAUREL

Jen, I want to apologize.



JENNIFER

My brother's not a loser. Yes, he made a mistake, but he wants to turn his life around, and he's not going to blow it.

She walks away.

INT. STUDY HALL - LATER

Shannon sits at a table, doing homework. Jennifer enters and hands her her article.



JENNIFER

My article for the paper. I thought you might like an advance copy.

She sits down.



SHANNON


(reading)

"Why I'm Glad I'm Single."



JENNIFER

I never should have tried to set you up. It was a bad idea.



SHANNON

What were you thinking?



JENNIFER

Probably something like, "My own love life's in the toilet, but it doesn't mean hers has to be too."



SHANNON

Jen, you just wrote that you're glad you're single.



JENNIFER

Sometimes... but I won't play matchmaker anymore.



SHANNON

Cross your heart?



JENNIFER


(holding up a hand)

Hope to die. I'm still not sure why you got so mad at me, though.



SHANNON

Ever since we were kids, you've been interested in guys, like when you went mental for Bobby Stoner in first grade.



JENNIFER

He had wraparound sunglasses.



SHANNON

I wasn't interested, Jen, ever. Like, I mean, I can see that-- that Jordan's cute and nice, but I'm still not interested, and I really wish that I did feel interested, because it would make my life so much simpler. Do you see what I mean?



JENNIFER

Yeah. It's not easy being single. We're surrounded by couples, but these things happen at different times for different people, and who knows? Maybe some day a couple of guys will come along and sweep us both off our feet.

Shannon smiles in spite of herself, then grows sad again.

INT. HALLWAY - LATER

Tracey stands at her locker, talking with Derek.



TRACEY

Thailand?



DEREK

Yeah, it's this, uh, it's this little island called Ko Chang. I'm going to open up my own bar.



TRACEY

Sounds amazing.



DEREK

Maybe you could-- you could come down, I mean, for summer vacation. I could set you up, give you a job.



TRACEY

As the frumpy bookkeeper in the back room?

Chris approaches from behind Derek, still limping.



DEREK

Well, I was, um, thinking of something with a little more exposure.

Derek senses Chris’ presence behind him.



DEREK

Oops, boyfriend's back. I'd better run.


(to Chris)

Um, you know, you should put some ice on that knee.



CHRIS

You got lucky. I was off-balance.



DEREK


(walking away)

Give it up, Laidlaw.



CHRIS


(following him)

You're the man again, aren't you? Of course, outside those walls, you're a total flop.



DEREK


(turning to Tracey)

So when are you planning on ditching this loser?

Tracey rolls her eyes and looks away.



CHRIS

Funny how things end up. You and Maggie were the hottest couple in high school, and now she's just another bimbo slinging lattes for minimum wage...



DEREK

Hey.



CHRIS

and you're doing petty crimes to make ends meet.



DEREK

You know, you've got a big mouth, Laidlaw. One of these days, somebody's going to shut it for you.



CHRIS

10 years from now, you're going to be that guy with the beer gut and the stubble hanging out in the burger joint, still trying to pick up teenage girls.

Jennifer arrives, forcing her way through the watching students.



DEREK


(stepping closer)

Let's take this outside.



CHRIS

They'll just laugh. They'll tell their parents about you.

Derek slugs him, knocking him back into the lockers.



CHRIS

You are so screwed.

Chris glares at Derek. His lip is bleeding.



JENNIFER

Derek...

Derek walks away without responding. Jennifer turns to Chris angrily.



JENNIFER

You set that up.

She sets off after Derek.



CHRIS

Hey, he punched me.


(he turns to Tracey)

Have you got something to wipe this with?



TRACEY


(angrily)

Guy's washroom's down the hall.

She walks away.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - LATER

Kevin enters and approaches Brenda, who stands at the counter, stirring her coffee and reading.



KEVIN

Hi, there.



BRENDA

Hi.



KEVIN

So long time no see.



BRENDA

Australia.



KEVIN


(in an Australian accent)

Too right.



BRENDA

Is it true the water swirls down the drain clockwise there?



KEVIN

Uh-huh. Down the toilet, too.

Brenda just smiles and turns back to her book.



KEVIN

Well... see you around.

He retreats back to Craig’s table.



CRAIG

Coward.



KEVIN

It's hopeless. She's dazzling. She's spectacular.



CRAIG

And if you don't get over this, you're going to be 45 years old, living with your mother.

Kevin summons his courage and stands up again. At that moment, Gil enters and walks straight up to Brenda.



GIL

You. Me. The dance. What do you say?



BRENDA

Um, well, I'd like to, but I can't. We've got some relatives coming in from out of town.



KEVIN


(to Craig)

I told you she'd say that.

They laugh and he sits back down. Jennifer enters and approaches Maggie.



JENNIFER

Have you seen Derek?



MAGGIE

No. What's this I heard about him punching a student?



JENNIFER

I just came from home. All his stuff's gone.



MAGGIE

He's on probation. He can't just leave.



JENNIFER


(shrugging)

Well, apparently, he just did.
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