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INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - EVENING

Anika enters, wearing a miniskirt. She walks to a table, wear Erin sits, reading a fashion magazine.



ERIN


(reading aloud)

"Long after hitting the runways, the full-length skirt is still going strong. Could this be the death of the mini?" 



ANIKA


(sitting)

The full-length skirt is still going strong because most women need to hide their lumpy thighs. I, on the other hand, don't have that problem, but I need that tank top to go with this. 



ERIN

You mean that strip of fabric you saw at the mall? I thought it was a headband. Besides, it cost a fortune. 



ANIKA

So did the skirt, and I made the money to get that. 



ERIN

By betting on how long it would take Mark and Laurel to get together. You can hardly do that again, unless you're planning a new pool on Chris and Tracey. 



ANIKA

Like anyone cares. 



ERIN

But you still care enough to get revenge on Chris, right? 



ANIKA

Of course. 



ERIN

In which case, Tracey might be useful. 



ANIKA

Erin, what do you take me for? I would never use Tracey to get to Chris.

Anika looks away thoughtfully. Down at the counter, Kelsey orders a cup of coffee.



KELSEY

Can I just get a coffee, please? Thanks. 

Anika and Erin approach her in a somewhat predatory manner.



ANIKA

Hi, Kelsey. 



KELSEY

Hey. Looking for my brother? 



ERIN

Chris? Please. 



ANIKA

No, we're just happy to see you. 



ERIN

Great skirt. 



ANIKA

Yeah. 



KELSEY


(uncertainly)

Thanks. 

OPENING SEQUENCE

ACT ONE

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - MORNING

Laurel walks with Mark.



LAUREL

Kat's still on strike? 



MARK

All she has to do is apologize for posting the stupid web site, but no, it's become a moral issue. 



LAUREL

I guess it depends on how you look at it. 



MARK

We're not talking world hunger here. 



LAUREL

Just freedom of speech. Nothing major. 

A friend greets Mark in passing.



GUY

Hi, Mark. 



MARK

So you're on her side? 



LAUREL

I think she's well-intentioned, but losing her year over her right to call Mr. Stewart an old fart? 



MARK

Exactly. For two days I've been trying to tell her that. 

They reach Laurel’s locker.



LAUREL

Maybe I could try. 



MARK

Seriously? 



LAUREL

Why not? If I'm supposed to be your girlfriend... I mean, assuming that's what we're attempting? 



MARK


(nodding shyly)

Yeah, that's what we're attempting. 

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - MORNING

Tracey puts her things in her locker. A hand reaches out and moves her hair aside from her neck.



TRACEY

What do you think you're doing? 



CHRIS

Checking out your beauty mark. 

She turns and puts her arms around his neck.



TRACEY

It's called a mole. 

They kiss. Anika and Erin watch from their lockers, nearby.



ANIKA

Was she always this bad? 



ERIN

I wouldn't blame you if you found this hard to watch. 



ANIKA

Why would I find this hard? It's not like I ever liked him. 



ERIN

Oh, of course not. It just looked that way...


(Anika glares at her)

to him, and he totally took advantage. 

Chris and Tracey part, and Tracey starts to walk down the hall. She meets up with Anika and Erin.



ANIKA

Tracey. 



TRACEY

Anika. Look, I'm sorry if you're mad about me and Chris. 



ANIKA


(stepping in front of her)

Please. I should be thanking you for getting him off my back. As a friend, I do feel that it is my duty to warn you. Chris isn't exactly the type of guy that you can trust. 



ERIN

We could tell you some stories. 



ANIKA

Stories that would raise those dark little hairs on your upper lip. 

Tracey covers her hand with her mouth self-consciously, then laughs.



TRACEY

Funny. He's got loads of stories about you, too. 



ANIKA

What kind of stories? 



TRACEY

As a friend, I wouldn't want to repeat them. 

Tracey walks away.



ANIKA

I'm beginning to realize Tracey Antonelli is basically an evil little person.

Anika and Erin walk away.

INT. MARK’S REC ROOM - MORNING

Kat is still in her pajamas. She eats a bowl of cereal and watches “Scoop and Doozy” on TV. There is a knock at the door.



KAT

It's open. 

Laurel enters at the front door.



LAUREL

I hope I'm not interrupting. 



KAT

Mark's at school. 



LAUREL

Actually, I came to see you. Listen, I know it's none of my business, and I know what you're doing may seem like the right thing-- 



KAT


(cutting in)

Hold on. My brother sent you? 



LAUREL

No, it was my idea. I thought maybe I could help. 

Laurel sits on the couch next to Kat.



KAT


(looking at her skeptically)

Gee, that's really sweet. 



LAUREL

I mean, I do understand where you're coming from. 



KAT

But don't bother, because I know you. 



LAUREL

We've hardly even talked to each other. 



KAT

I saw the emails you sent my brother when he was still with Jennifer. Totally sleazy.



LAUREL

That's out of line.



KAT

And totally futile, 'cause you know what? You and Mark won't last, and they'll get back together.



LAUREL

You see this in your crystal ball?



KAT

I've been watching what's been happening with my dad.


(she stands, going on a rant)

He runs off to live with little Terri-- Terri with an "I." He's all lovey-dovey with her till my mom arrives at the door, then he pulls away from Terri like she's got rabies, and whenever he's got a problem, who do you think he runs to? They still find any excuse to talk, even when they're screaming at each other.


(she sits, looking unhappy)

He's still married to my Mom. Terri's just a trophy. 



LAUREL

Well, then, I'm sorry for your dad. 



KAT

Mark's exactly like him, always has been. Wait and see.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - DAY

Gil meets Chris in the hallway.



GIL

Hey. You want to go to the mall for spare? 



CHRIS

Sorry, I'm meeting Tracey. 



GIL

Right back in the game, huh? 



CHRIS

What is that supposed to mean? 



GIL

Anika, Tracey-- you don't waste any time. 

They stop, and Chris looks levelly at Gil.



CHRIS

Look, you had your chance at Tracey. Don't blame me it didn't work out. 

Chris goes to his locker and starts to open it. Gil walks away. Chris glances over and sees Anika and Erin walking with Kelsey. He heads after them, looking suspicious.

INT. SCHOOL REFRESHMENT AREA - DAY

Mark follows Craig down the hall.



CRAIG

No, I am just saying, I admire what Kat is doing. 



MARK

She's watching soaps all day in her pyjamas. That's what she's doing. 

They reach a bulletin board, and Craig puts up a poster.



CRAIG

No. She is fighting the system at a grassroots level. 



MARK

Grab a brain.

Mark sees Laurel walking down the hall.



MARK

Later. 

Mark heads after Laurel, and catches up with her.



MARK

Did you talk to her? 



LAUREL

Tried to. Let's just say she had other issues she wanted to discuss. 



MARK

Like what? 



LAUREL

Oh, wives and girlfriends, that sort of thing. 

They meet Jennifer, coming from the other direction. They stop, staring at each other uncomfortably.



MARK

Jen, hey... 

He withdraws his arm from Laurel’s shoulder.



JENNIFER

Hi, guys. 



JENNIFER

How's it going? 



LAUREL

It's fine, thanks. 

They go their separate ways. Anika and Erin watch from nearby.



ANIKA

Ooh, just wait. There'll be trouble in paradise before the week's over. 



ERIN

No. They're in the first throes of passion. I give them at least a month. 



ANIKA

Care to put money on it? 



ERIN

Only if you stay out of it. 



ANIKA

An innocent bystander.



ERIN

20 bucks?



ANIKA

That tank top was $29.99.

Erin thinks for a moment, then they shake hands.

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Jennifer sits at a desk, reading a newspaper. Shannon approaches.



SHANNON

It'll get easier, you know. 



JENNIFER

What? 



SHANNON

Seeing them together. I saw the three of you a few minutes ago. 

She sits down next to Jennifer.



JENNIFER


(laughing)

Oh, no, who cares about that? 


(showing her the newspaper)

Check this out-- The Vancouver Sun. I wrote a letter to the editor.

Shannon looks at the paper and laughs in amazement.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - DAY

Craig reads the newspaper aloud, while Jennifer looks on. They are sitting on the stairs.



CRAIG

"The Internet is new, but censorship is as old as civilization itself." This is about Kat? 



JENNIFER

Kind of cliched, but it makes the point. 



CRAIG

"If we don't allow our youth of today the freedom to voice their opinions..." This is great. 



JENNIFER

I just wanted to unload. 



CRAIG


(standing, with a dreamy look in his eye)

No, no, it's way more than that. It's the beginning of a groundswell... a tidal wave... 

He comes up with an idea (one can almost see the lightbulb) and runs off.

INT. MARK’S REC ROOM - DAY

Craig stands in the entryway, talking to Kat, who is still in her pajamas.



KAT

A protest rally? 



CRAIG

Uh-huh, right after school. We're going to stand up to the administration and demand that they let you back in. 

They walk over to the couch, and Kat sits down.



KAT

Actually, I was sort of thinking of just getting it over with and apologizing. 



CRAIG

Why?



KAT

I don't know. It's not like I'm a political prisoner.



CRAIG

Oh, but this is how oppression starts. It's slow and insidious, and there's only one way to stop it-- by educating the public, and then focusing their outrage.



KAT

No offense, Craig, but I don't think anyone cares enough about this to get outraged. 



CRAIG

You want to bet? 

He sits down and digs the newspaper out of his backpack.



CRAIG

Thanks to Jen, you're already news. 



KAT


(looking at the paper)

No way. This is so cool. 



CRAIG

Yeah, I had a feeling you'd like it. 

INT. SCHOOL STUDY HALL - DAY

Kelsey, Anika and Erin sit at a table, talking.



ERIN

Older brothers, I mean, honestly. 



KELSEY

Tell me about it. 



ERIN

Yesterday, Mom buys Craig some new shirts. He says he can't wear them because they're not his image.



ANIKA

What image?



ERIN

Exactly. I mean, who pays any attention to Craig in the first place?



KELSEY

Chris is even worse. Every time he walks past a mirror, he has to stop and check himself out.



ANIKA

Guys are so vain.



KELSEY

And he loves to run around in his bathing suit and strut his stuff, show off his triceps, which is really weird, because...



ANIKA

Yes?



KELSEY

Well, for a guy who's so proud of his body, he freaks, you know, if you see him...



ERIN

Au naturel?



KELSEY

When we were kids, the rest of us would run through the sprinkler naked, but not Chris.



ANIKA


(prying eagerly)

Is there something, you know, wrong with him?



KELSEY

No. He's just sensitive about it, that's all.



ANIKA

What an interesting thing to learn about somebody. 


(she sees Chris enter)

Speak of the devil. It was great chatting with you, Kelsey. 

Anika and Erin gather their books and things.



KELSEY

Okay. 



ERIN

We'll catch up with you later. 



KELSEY

Okay. 



ANIKA

See you. 



KELSEY

Bye. 

Anika and Erin exit. Erin gives Chris a big grin as she walks by. Chris scowls and approaches Kelsey.



CHRIS

What do you think you're doing? 



KELSEY

Nothing. Talking to my friends. 



CHRIS

Sharks don't have friends, they have prey. 



KELSEY

If you have something to say, just say it. 



CHRIS

Stay away from them, Kelsey. I mean it. 

Kelsey slams her book shut and storms away.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - DAY

Shannon walks down a flight of stairs and approaches Laurel.



SHANNON

Laurel...


(she circles Laurel)

No scrapes... no bruises... no broken bones... 



LAUREL

What are you talking about? 



SHANNON

Mark told me you went to see Kat. I kind of extrapolated from there.



LAUREL

She hates my guts. I knew that, so why did I even try?



SHANNON

She'll get over it.



LAUREL

I doubt it.


(laughing)

To Kat, I'm the Wicked Witch of the West. 

They reach Laurel’s locker.



SHANNON

Well, Kat does have a tendency to see things in black and white. 



LAUREL

The whole situation's not exactly black and white, is it? 



SHANNON

Well, not exactly. 



LAUREL

I mean, sometimes I'm not even sure if Mark is completely over Jen, or is that me just being paranoid? 



SHANNON

There's a lot of history there. 



LAUREL

Second time I've heard that today. 

INT. SCHOOL REFRESHMENT AREA - LUNCHTIME

Mark walks in, carrying a bag lunch. He walks past Jennifer. She notices him, but he doesn’t notice her. He sits down at a table, and finally does notice her. He takes a deep breath and approaches her.



MARK

Sorry I didn't call. 



JENNIFER

Oh, I wasn't really expecting you to. 



MARK

I know, but I said I would. 



JENNIFER

How's Kat doing? 



MARK

Bored out of her mind and totally lonely, but she'd rather commit karaoke than admit it. 



JENNIFER


(laughing)

Hara-kiri.



MARK


(sheepishly)

That too.



MARK

Um, listen...


(he sits next to her)

you think you can talk to her?



JENNIFER

I don't know.



MARK

She likes you and she respects you, and I don't know who else to ask.



JENNIFER

Well, there's your new girlfriend.



MARK

She already tried.



JENNIFER

And?



MARK

Shot down in flames. I should have known. Laurel had no idea what she was getting into.



LAUREL

Might've helped if I'd been warned.

Mark turns to see Laurel standing at a table nearby.



MARK


(stammering)

Laurel. I was just asking Jen, but she-- 



JENNIFER


(gathering her things)

I've got to run. 

Jennifer hurries away.



LAUREL

Funny... Kat said this would happen. 



MARK

What would? 



LAUREL

Nothing. 

ACT TWO

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - DAY

Erin and Anika enter. Erin is reading the newspaper. They sit down at a table. Up at the counter, Jennifer sits with Maggie, who is also reading the paper.



MAGGIE

This is so cool, your name in print. 



JENNIFER

This is a lame question, but does it seem like it was, you know, written by a writer? 



MAGGIE


(laughing)

Why ask me? I got Cs in English, but it seems really good. 



JENNIFER

Yeah? 



ERIN

You know how many hits there were on Kat's website?



ANIKA

Who could possibly care? 



ERIN

Try 500. That's almost half the people in the school. 



ANIKA

Big deal. Kat Deosdade finally gets attention. I mean, anybody could set up a website. 



ERIN


(grinning)

Exactly.



ANIKA


(smiling fiendishly)

A website...

Erin clears her throat, a subtle warning to Anika. She turns to see Chris approaching.



CHRIS

Do me a favour?



ANIKA

For you, Chris, anything.



CHRIS

Back off my sister.



ERIN

Oh, but we like her so much.



CHRIS

Whatever you want to do to me is fair game, but Kelsey's off limits. Deal?



ANIKA


(doing a mock salute)

Aye-aye, Captain.

Chris glares and walks away.



ANIKA

You heard what he said.



ERIN


(smiling)

He's fair game. 

INT. SCHOOL REFRESHMENT AREA - DAY

Craig and Brenda follow Travis and his girlfriend down the hall.



CRAIG

3:00, main corridor. The whole school is going to be there. 



TRAVIS

Don't count on it. Nobody knows about this. 



CRAIG

Well, that's why we have to work fast. 



TRAVIS

"We?"



CRAIG

You're her brother.

They reach a table, and Travis and his girlfriend sit.



TRAVIS

Doesn't mean I agree with what she did.



BRENDA

It doesn't matter. You just have to agree with the principle.



CRAIG

Yeah, exactly. 



TRAVIS

She called Mr. Stewart a shrivelled old turnip. 



CRAIG

She was just exercising her right to express herself. 



TRAVIS


(laughing)

Look, I've spent my entire life being called names by Kat. It's about time someone told her to shut up. 



BRENDA

Well, speaking as someone who's always been told to put a muzzle on my Christian views, I think everyone has a right to express themselves. 



CRAIG

So you're in? 



BRENDA


(smiling)

I'm in. 



CRAIG


(clenching his fist exultantly)

All right.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - DAY

Craig talks with Anika and Erin.



ANIKA

A pep rally? 



CRAIG

A protest rally. 



ANIKA

So with, like, cheerleaders and pompoms, that sort of thing?



CRAIG

Kat Deosdade has been denied her right to free speech by a paranoid and authoritarian administration, and we're going to put a stop to it. 3:00. Be there.



ERIN

You are so weird.

Erin and Anika walk away. Anika looks at Craig a look that is half pity, half fear.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - DAY

Craig talks with Chris and Gil.



CRAIG

It's really important to me. Are you with me?

Chris stares at him blankly, then laughs. Chris and Gil walk away.



CRAIG


(smiling glumly)

Okay, put you down as undecided. 

INT. SCHOOL STAIRWELL - DAY

Craig walks down the stairs with Brenda. They sit down on the steps.



CRAIG

People are such jerks. 



BRENDA

I talked to some 10th graders who were right into it. 



CRAIG

Okay, so we won't have the numbers I'd hoped for, but the people who do come will be right behind us. 



BRENDA

Did you phone the radio station? 



CRAIG


(he sighs)

They said they'd consider it. 

He sights new prey, and gets up to accost Shannon.



CRAIG

Shannon! We could really use some help, here spreading the word. 



SHANNON


(walking away briskly)

Sorry, Craig, I can't. 



CRAIG


(desperate)

But you'll be at the rally, right? 



SHANNON

No, I won't. 



CRAIG

Why not?



SHANNON

Because I can't support what Kat did.



CRAIG

Oh...



SHANNON

I don't believe we have the right to say whatever we want. There have to be limits --



CRAIG

Wait, wait, wait.



SHANNON

Some of what Kat said about Mr. Stewart was true, some of it was just cruel.

Shannon walks away.



KAT

How's it going?

Craig turns to see Kat standing behind him.



CRAIG


(putting on a brave face)

Oh, it's great... you know, really good. 

INT. MARK’S REC ROOM - AFTER SCHOOL

Mark sits on a bench, lifting weights. There is a knock at the door, and Laurel enters.



LAUREL

Here you are. I waited at your locker, but someone said you left early. 



MARK

Yeah, I try to stay off school property when I'm skipping Biology. 



LAUREL

I should have figured. 



MARK


(standing and approaching her)

Is there something we should be talking about? 



LAUREL


(coldly)

I don't know. Is there? 



MARK

You tell me.



LAUREL

Look, have you heard about the rally? 



MARK

What rally?



LAUREL

That's what I came to tell you about.

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - AFTER SCHOOL

Craig stands on the stairs and addresses a group of a dozen students.



CRAIG

They think they can deny us our basic human rights because we're young and we won't stand up to them. Well, here's one student who is standing up to them-- Kat Deosdade. 

Brenda claps. Craig steps down and Kat steps up onto the stairs.



KAT

The truth is, I was kind of...


(a few students walk by, chuckling)

I was kind of starting to cave today, but then I talked to Craig and I realized he's right. This is a really important issue. We should all be allowed to express our opinions freely. That's what democracy is about. I am not going to back down, even if it means I fail the year. 

There is an awkward silence. Then Craig starts to clap enthusiastically. He pumps his fist in the air and tries to start a chant.



CRAIG

Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Censorship has got to go! 

Brenda joins, but the rest of the students stare indifferently. Mark enters, incredulous.



BRENDA/CRAIG

Hey, hey! Ho, ho! Censorship has got to go! Hey, hey! 

INT. CHRIS’ REC ROOM - AFTER SCHOOL

Kelsey enters, with Anika and Erin.



KELSEY

And the swimming pool's just out there. 



ANIKA

I know. I've been here. 



KELSEY

What, with Chris? 



ANIKA

Get changed, and then we'll go to the mall. 



KELSEY

'Kay. Do you guys want to come up to my room? 

Anika paces the room, looking around.



ERIN

Oh, no, that's okay. We'll just wait here. 



KELSEY

Okay. I won't be too long. 



ERIN

Okay. 



KELSEY

Okay. 

Kelsey exits.



ANIKA

Family photo albums, they're always in the rec room. 

They start to look around.

INT. SCHOOL REFRESHMENT AREA - AFTER SCHOOL

Kat enters, followed by Craig.



KAT

I felt like an idiot. 



CRAIG

No, no, you were great. You were clear and you were forceful. You really moved those people. 



KAT

All four of them. 



CRAIG

Yeah, but it's a start. It's a snowball rolling downhill. 

Mark enters.



MARK

Who are you trying to kid? You just made it worse. 



CRAIG

Mark. I was hoping you might've been here a little earlier, when we were standing up for your sister. 



MARK

If you think Ravenson was ticked off before, just imagine how he's feeling now. 



KAT

I don't particularly care how Ravenson is feeling. 



CRAIG

He's starting to feel major pressure, that's how he's feeling. He's starting to understand how deeply people care about their rights. 



MARK

Woodbridge, nobody cares. Except for you two, nobody even notices. 



CRAIG


(handing a Mark a newspaper)

The Sun, letter of the day. You might recognize the signature. 

INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR - AFTER SCHOOL

Jennifer closes her locker and starts to walk away. Mark accosts her.



MARK

I'd expect this kind of crap from Woodbridge, but from you? 



JENNIFER


(walking away)

Okay, I wasn't totally expecting you to agree with me. 



MARK

You're upset with me, but don't take it out on my sister. 



JENNIFER


(turning to confront him)

This has nothing to do with you. 

Laurel approaches them.



MARK

Oh, come on. 



JENNIFER

You actually think that my whole life is still based on my relationship with you? Talk about an egotistical jerk.

She walks away.



LAUREL


(grabbing his arm)

Mark... 

Mark pulls away and chases after Jennifer.



MARK

If you had something to say to her, you should have said it to her personally. I honestly thought you had more integrity. 



JENNIFER

If you had more integrity, we'd probably still be together. 

Laurel turns away sadly and starts to walk away, as Mark and Jennifer argue in the background.



JENNIFER

I don't even know why I'm still talking to you. 



MARK

I asked you to talk to Kat. You had already written this and you didn't even tell me. 



JENNIFER

You never even bothered to ask my opinion. 



MARK

Because that never crossed my mind. 



JENNIFER

Exactly! You just took it for granted. 

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA - EVENING

Anika and Erin enter. They find a table and sit down. Chris, Gil and Tracey look at a computer.



CHRIS

website? What are you talking about? 



GIL

I got this anonymous email telling me to take a look. There's a website with your name on it.



GIL

Whoa, check it out.



CHRIS

How did they get ahold of that picture?

The website shows a naked baby picture of Chris, and the words “Stay Tuned!” Gil laughs.



TRACEY

Oh, you're so cute. What do you think "stay tuned" means? 

Chris glares at the screen. Anika and Erin, watching from their table, exchange glances and laugh.
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